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Preface
When you read this we will be almost through Lent, heading to the glory of Easter. Our
church will have a newly elected group of leaders and changes will have happened, will
be happening.
I would like to record my thanks, all of our thanks, to Joan Stewart as she steps down from being a Church Warden. She
has supported you all during the Interregnum and that time is a time of hard work and responsibility for Church Wardens
and then of course she had to take on the task of licking a new Priest into shape! Thank you Joan. We also thank Maggie
Jelley for her hard work as Treasurer, keeping our spending in line and the records up to date, hampered of course by late
arrivals of claims, receipts on scruffy bits of paper and all the other problems caused by very human Priests.
Someone who has served God faithfully in the role of Reader for over 50 years is Robin Kenyon. He is unable to continue
in the role that he loves, not through choice, but because of ill-health so that is very painful for him. We thank him sincerely
for all he has done and wish God’s blessings of grace and mercy on him as he leaves public office.
At the Annual Meeting there will have been reflection on the events and achievements of the past year. The lessons learnt,
the groundwork put in place, endings and beginnings. If we are to work for God, to be part of his plans for a new creation
we cannot stay still. As a church with an older average membership (!) than some in the UK; it is tempting to relax into the
familiar, to leave the work to the youngsters but sorry, your Bible shows that old age is no excuse and Jesus is even blunter
than that when talking to prospective followers about priorities.
So, as we move into spring and start planning on work in the garden, being inundated with visitors and all the others things
occupying us as the season changes; remember Good Friday and why we have Easter Day. How are we, as the
Congregations of All Saints Vendée, going to move forward, to shine as a light in the world around us, to draw others into a
relationship with our loving God, how are we going to demonstrate that love in our lives? Where does our faith fit into our
lives?
There is in the above a lot for us to think about, a lot of responsibility, thankfully we don’t have to do it in our own strengths,
but God’s. He will be beside us, carrying us if necessary as we try to fulfil his will. He carries us if we need it, we carry
others as and when they need it, we remember that when asked “When did we see you hungry Lord?” the reply from Jesus
was very clear.
Spring is a beautiful season, full of excitement, beauty and promise, a time to start clearing out the old or freshening things
up so let us together explore, follow the perfume and rejoice in the goodness of God our Father.
God bless,
Caroline
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APRIL into MAY CHURCH SERVICES WITH BIBLE READINGS
All Services start at 11am except where indicated
[We have also included the Psalms for each week, as they may inform your own reading at home]
3/4/2015

11am
3pm

LCP
PDS

Good Friday

5/4/2015
HC
st
1 Lesson: Acts 10: 34-43

LCP
Epistle: 1 Corinthians 15: 1-11
[Psalm 118: 1-2, 19-24]

Easter Day
Gospel: St John 20: 1-18

12/.4/2015
HC
1st Lesson: Acts 2:14a, 22-32

PDS
Epistle: 1 Peter 1: 3-9
[Psalm 16]

Easter 2
Gospel: St John 20: 19-31

19/4/2015
HC
st
1 Lesson: Acts 2:14a, 36-41

LCA
Epistle: 1 Peter 1: 17-23
[Psalm 116: 1-3,10-17]

Easter 3
Gospel: St Luke 24: 13-35

26/4/2015
MW
1st Lesson: Acts 2: 42-47

PDS
Epistle: 1 Peter 2: 19-25
[Psalm 23]

Easter 4
Gospel: St John 10: 1-10

LCA = La Chapelle Achard; PDS = Puy de Serre; LCP = La Chapelle Palluau,
MW=Morning Worship; HC(CW)=Holy Communion (Common Worship); BCP=Book of Common Prayer;



PLEASE JOIN

US
for Tea, Coffee & Biscuits after our services, followed by a Bring & Share Lunch.
Everyone is welcome to join us
- even if you have not brought anything, there is always enough to go round!
(Unfortunately, when there is a service on the fifth Sunday in the month, the hall is not always available).



2nd April, Maundy Thursday, 6pm. A `Passover` meal, remembering the Last Supper.
At the Salle in Puy de Serre [Please see below on page 3)]
8th April, Wednesday, Faites le Plein. 7pm for 7.30pm start at La Roche-sur-Yon. (Please see page 7)
Contact: Liz Jond liz.jond@wanadoo.fr for more information.
23rd April, Thursday, 2.30pm: Ladies Circle at Mouilleron en Pareds.
For more details, please contact Joan Stewart on 02 51 00 34 70
,,,and looking ahead
2nd May, Saturday: Marian and Richard`s non-annual Coffee Morning and Plant Sale
[Please see below on page 5]
May/Jun. Treasure Hunt - The date has yet to be decided but please check STOP PRESS on the ASV
website or contact Marian and Richard nearer the time.

A Thousand Gifts, a Thousand Blessings!
Don`t forget your gifts on the 2nd Sunday of each month.
Bill and Carole will collect them and pass them on to Restos du Coeur in Coulonges.

For more details of these Events, please visit our Website: www.AllSaintsVendee.fr
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Names on our Prayer List……….
Please remember in your prayers :
- Peter Hutchinson who is still in hospital
- Jean Mylod and Mike

- Paul Brechet and Anne
- Tony Calton and Maggie
- Pat Darley and Roy
- Joëlle Gosseline and Bernard
- Tamsin Webb and her husband.
Tamsin is the daughter of Jack and Val Goadby.
- Shirley Hardwick and Dick.
And please continue to remember all those whom we know and whose names do not appear here,
who are in need of prayerful support at this time.
Our Prayer Co-ordinator is David Pearson. Please let him have details of any folk you become
aware of who need our prayers.  02 51 61 05 04  david.sally@orange.fr

“Thank you all for your continuing prayers”
You may sometimes hear of members or friends of our congregations who are not wanting to go on our
Prayer List, but who are ill or in need.
In these cases, please let David Pearson, our Pastoral Organiser, know.


PASSOVER SUPPER FOR MAUNDY THURSDAY
Thursday 2nd April 2015
In the Salle at Puy de Serre
Aperos from 5.30pm
Followed by a three course meal with a glass of wine
The meal will be loosely based on a Jewish Passover Menu and we will hear the Passover story
and then follow the actions of Jesus at the Last Supper.
The cost will be 10 euros per person and any excess raised after costs are covered will be
donated to the Bishop’s Lent Appeal.
(Please contact Polly Ward if you are able to come along)
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Notes from our Church Wardens
The focus this month must be on the Annual General Meeting
which took place on the 21st March in the Grande Salle at the
Presbytery in Les Essarts. The meeting was well attended by
people from all three Worship Centres.
It was with regret that we accepted the resignations of Joan
Stewart as Church Warden and Maggie Jelley as Treasurer and
a token of our thanks for their hard work for A.S.V. was
presented to them. Maggie will continue as a Council Member.
Doug Green was elected as Church Warden and we welcome him back to a position he
has previously filled.
Susanne Patterson has taken on the position of Treasurer, thank you
Susanne we are very pleased that you have taken on this role.
Robin has resigned as Reader and we are very grateful for the work he
has done for us over many years particularly during the three year
Interregnum. Thank you Robin.
One thing that particularly struck me at the meeting was the sense of
unity, we are three congregations who are working together for the
good of us all, what a blessing! Long may it continue!

Robin Kenyon, who is retiring
after more than 50 years' service
as a Reader, with Margaret Jelley,
retiring Treasurer.

Barbara and Doug


Time to celebrate!

Congratulations to Maggie and Tony Calton
who celebrated their
Golden Wedding anniversary on 27th March.

54

Congratulations, too, to Jim and June West
who will be celebrating
54 years of happy marriage on 1st April.
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COFFEE MORNING
2nd May 2015
at 15 Rue de la Curé THIRÉ 85210
The organisers will welcome any assistance which
people would like to give on the day.
Please contact Marian and Richard asap.
We would also welcome gifts for the raffle,
tombola, vide grenier and any jewellery beforehand please;
but cakes and plants on the day, please!
However, most of all…
The organisers will welcome your friends and neighbours,
And YOU!
Publicity for the event is of paramount importance.
Please consider printing or photocopying the flyers and posters, provided in both French and
English at the end of this Grapevine and distributing them in your area.
Marian and Richard RACKHAM, Tel. 02 51 27 64 67
richard.rackham@cegetel.net richard.rackham2@gmail.com


Do you pay French taxes?
If so did you know that for every 100 euros that you give to our Church the taxman will reduce
your tax bill by 60 euros thus a 100 euro donation will only cost you 40 euros (and you will be
able to increase your donation!!!)
You simply need to make your donation in a recordable manner.
You can put your donation in numbered envelopes in the collection box, set up a standing order
(virement) or send money to the planned giving officer (Mike Mylod) giving your name and
address. At the end of the year your contributions will be totted up and a certificate issued. You
enter this amount on your tax return (no need to send proof, just keep your certificate in case you
are asked for it) and the taxman will reduce your tax bill by a figure equal to 60% of your
donations.
Donations to the vicarage renovation can also qualify for tax relief if made through A S V.

Start planned giving now and let the taxman help our Church.
Contact Mike Mylod 02 51 51 07 56 (joseph.mylod @ wanaoo.fr)
Or Colin Grimshaw 02 51 98 67 91 (colingrimshaw@orange.fr)
To find out how easy it is!!!
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Letter from the Editor
April must be a most remarkable month. After all, look at all the traditions and beliefs associated with it: April Fools
day, Daffodil Sunday, St George`s Day, the first cuckoo, the return of the swallow and, this year, Easter will be
celebrated in April, too. Indeed, the Anglo-Saxons called it `Eostre monath`, giving rise to our word `Easter`.
No one knows for certain how the month got its name but it may well have been derived from the Latin `aperire` which
means `to open`. After all, buds are opening everywhere we look at the moment and soon the earth will be newly
dressed in foliage.
It is appropriate, then, to celebrate the resurrection of Christ at this time of year, for we are remembering that he gave
us the opportunity of new life – and we are reminded of this as we see new life appearing all around us.
The Easter story is both tragic and magnificent – from the depths of despair and hopelessness at such a terrible death
to the joy and hope of the resurrection. Re-enactments of this dramatic story have been part of our Christian cultural
heritage for hundreds of years. It is a story certainly worth the telling!
I have recently returned from Girona in the north of Spain. It is a remarkable and historic old walled city with a
beautiful cathedral. The Old Town is located on a steep hill and it`s easy to lose yourself in the narrow streets and
stepped lanes of the old Jewish quarter. The long straight lane that goes past the bottom of the steps up to the
cathedral was once a Roman road and each Good Friday, in the evening, you will see the truly frightening sight of
Roman soldiers marching to a harsh drumbeat come under the archway. Christ is crucified outside the Cathedral door
at the top of the steps…
Some twenty kilometres from Girona is the small town of Verges. Here, on Maundy Thursday, local people re-enact
critical moments in the life of Christ and his miracles in the town square. A major focus is the betrayal of Christ by
Judas and the subsequent trial. At midnight, Act II begins. The lights throughout the town go out. Crowds line the
normally picturesque streets and alleys. A torchlit procession led by Roman soldiers escort Jesus as he drags his
cross through the town towards the place of his crucifixion. This procession includes groups of local people carrying
religious statues – but the most creepy and nightmarish thing is the group of dancing skeletons. They dance to the
beat of a drum in jerky movements, two large ones and three small ones. They hold symbolic objects such as a
scythe, flag, clock without hands and plates of ashes. They are escorted by four additional skeletons. Known as the
Dance of Death, it is a solemn and moving religious tribute and one that is an unforgettable reminder that life is short.
We may not need such harsh visual representations to feel the sorrow of the events of Good Friday. After all, perhaps
the most important message of Easter is one of hope and new life. Time for celebration then! It is Spring after all!
Happy Easter everyone!

Joan Stewart



If you have missed the notice that we plan to hold
another Treasure Hunt in early June, you may just be in
time to give us your name and we can send you further
information as soon as a date is finalised.
Please let Marian and Richard know if you are interested
as soon as possible as car numbers are limited for safety
reasons.
Marian and Richard RACKHAM, Tel. 02 51 27 64 67
richard.rackham@cegetel.net richard.rackham2@gmail.com
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'Faites le Plein' !
Wednesday April 8th
From 7pm
Please join us for a time of contemporary sung worship and listen to our guest speaker while enjoying
refreshments. You'll be made very welcome, even if you're a newcomer.
The guest speaker for March will be Nicole, a Canadian pastor who will be speaking on :
"The creativity of God in each one and the power of such diversity".
Based on the verses 31 to 35 in chapter 35 in the book of Exodus.
Nicole Lafrance greatest desire is to see every Christian heed Christ’s call to pick up a towel and serve Him
as He Himself showed us to do. Since 1991, Nicole has been on a prophetic intercessory journey being a
light and an agent of change wherever God leads her. She loves to teach and release “a now prophetic
word and encouragement” to the body of Christ. Presently, Nicole is pastor of Turning Point Christian
Ministries: a home Church in Ottawa Canada, facilitates a Christian outreach group in a local long term
continuing care hospital and overseas a community development project amongst the poorest in the
Dominican Republic.
Please join us from 7pm for refreshments.
The evening starts at 7pm with refreshments
At the Maison du Diocèse
62 rue Maréchal Joffre
La Roche sur Yon
In the large restaurant on the right-hand side, to the rear of the parking area.
We look forward to meeting and greeting you !
Liz JOND for the "Faites le Plein" team

For more info: liz.jond@wanadoo.fr
http://www.thefillingstationfrance.com

Please send your contributions and letters for the
May issue to:
th
“The Grapevine” Editor at: jpsmorandiere@free.fr before 15 April
Requests to be included on the emailing list should be addressed to Jacqui Stainton-James at: sjfamily66@hotmail.com
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Here is an information letter from Bishop Robert:
AD CLERUM
March 26th 2015
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
I am mindful, given the huge geographical scale of the Diocese, of how important it is for me, as Diocesan Bishop, to
keep in touch with you by giving you news, outlining policies and guidelines, and simply being a source of
encouragement and support to you in your various ministries.
I intend to send out letters from my office when need and opportunity arises. We are also planning to start up a
regular news broadcast produced by Paul Needle, the Diocesan Communications Officer. The first one of these
should be arriving in your mailbox soon.
In the meantime, this ad clerum is intended to give you some information about my own office arrangements and
some diocesan plans, projects and new appointments with which I have been personally involved.
1. BRUSSELS OFFICE
We are now fully installed in the office on Rue Capitaine Crespel and this is my main ‘base.’ The office was
dedicated by Archbishop Justin during his visit to Brussels earlier in the month. As you know, I also have an office
in Church House, Westminster. I am happy to meet with clergy there (as well as Brussels) if travel to London is
easier.
My PA, Vela Palim, is the first port of call for diary enquiries and routine administrative matters. If I am not
available when you ring, and you have specific, episcopally-related or confidential matters that need dealing with,
Canon Meurig Williams, is available to give advice and alert me to anything that requires my attention.
Meurig will be physically relocating in mid-April from West Sussex to Belgium. He will then be fully based at our
Brussels office. In the meantime, he is usually in the Brussels office two days each week (usually Mondays and
Tuesdays).
2. DIOCESAN STRATEGY
Over the last few months I have been pleased to be part of a group chaired by David Coulson (Gibraltar
Archdeaconry) that has been developing a diocesan strategy. I have had opportunity to share the draft strategy with
some of the archdeaconry and deanery synods that I have attended. I am very pleased with the shape of the strategy,
and I think it is fair to say that is has been well received so far. We will be presenting the strategy for adoption at the
June Diocesan Synod.
3. ENVIRONMENT OFFICER
One element of the strategy concerns our diocesan commitment to the environment. In this light, I am very pleased to
say that we have appointed the Revd. Elizabeth Bussmann as our new Environment Officer. Elizabeth lives in
Switzerland where she is a member of All Saints Vevey with St. Peter Chateau d’Oex. Elizabeth has a longstanding
practical and theological commitment to environmental matters. She comes with a good deal of enthusiasm,
tempered with appropriate realism, about her new role! Elizabeth can be contacted at bemdeo2015@gmail.com.
4. ARCHDEACON POST
One of the most pressing tasks that faced me when I took up office was to find a way of carrying forward our plans
to appoint archdeacons who are free of chaplaincy responsibilities. Thanks to the work of the Strategy Review
Group, the diocese is now eligible to receive grants from the Church Commissioners for England. The amounts
available to us fall far short of previous hopes to appoint four ‘freestanding’ archdeacons, but we do have sufficient
funding to appoint one.
The Bishop’s Council therefore agreed to the appointment of a new person who would take responsibility for two of
our archdeaconries: Germany & Northern Europe and the East. I am pleased to say that after considerable planning
and preparation, the post will be advertised in the Church Press over the next few weeks, and interviewing will take
place on May 8th.
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5. SUFFRAGAN BISHOP
Bishop David continues his study leave, which we are endeavouring to interrupt as little as possible – despite the
temptation to call frequently on his vast body of knowledge. Bishop David returns to his desk on April 14th.
6. SHARED CONVERSATIONS
During 2015 the Church of England is committing itself to a process of sharing and listening in the area of human
sexuality. Our diocese will participate in facilitated conversations in November. I have approached six people to
represent us, and these six will dialogue in the company of representatives from Southwark and Guildford dioceses.
The aim is not to change the minds of those with whom we disagree but to learn better how to disagree well.
7. UP-COMING PLANS AND VISITS
Over the last couple of months, I have planned a relatively large proportion of my time in the office, to co-incide
with Bishop David’s study leave. I’ll be doing considerably more travelling after Easter. I am looking forward to
visiting Istanbul where I will be conducting confirmations and an ordination, as well as visiting the Patriarch
Bartholomew. I will be attending part of the French Archdeaconry Synod in Brittany. I will be going, with the
Bishop of London, to events in Yerevan commemorating the Armenian genocide. Through to May, I am looking
forward to confirmations and visits to Tervuren, Luxembourg, Montreux, Voorschoten and Vienna. I will be
speaking at the diocese’s ‘Empowering Women’ conference in Lyon, meeting Area Deans in Woking and taking part
in some wider governance activities of our church (a meeting of the House of Bishops and a meeting of the
Archbishops with Diocesan Bishops.)
8. And on the subject of CONFIRMATIONS….
These are intended to be great occasions – not exhausting ones! A skeleton of the service is available from my office
which lays out my preferred use of the various options in Common Worship. You will notice that some elements of
your ‘normal’ Sunday Eucharist will be missing, and this is what makes the initiation rites in Common Worship
distinctive. Please do try to resist the temptation to pack extra items into the service “while the bishop is here”! In
particular, I encourage you to avoid presenting babies for baptism when you have adult or young adult
baptism/confirmation candidates, as the babies too easily steal the show from what is a very big moment in the older
candidates’ spiritual lives.
It helps enormously if you produce a specially printed booklet, which contains the hymns and everything else the
congregation will need. Please send a draft to Meurig (meurig.williams@churchofengland.org) for approval before
printing.
9. CHRISM EUCHARIST
I will be presiding at the Eucharist during which oils for use at baptism, in the ministry of healing and wholeness,
and at confirmation and ordination (Chrism), will be consecrated at St Michael’s, Paris on Tuesday 31 March at
12:00noon. I know it is impossible, because of the complexities of travel, for us all to be together at this service, as
happens in other dioceses. However, I do extend a very warm welcome to as many of you as are able to be with me,
as we renew our ordination vows, and as we celebrate our calling to share in the ministry and mission of Christ our
great High Priest.
Finally, I want to re-iterate a particular welcome to the diocese to those clergy who are newly arrived. I have been in
that position myself and know it can be both exhilarating and tiring – the ‘culture stress’ that arises from
acclimatising to a new place and language shouldn’t be underestimated. I hope that you find supportive colleagues
around you and wish you God’s blessing in your ministry amongst us.
As the season of Lent draws to a close, and we focus our ministries on the journey to the cross, may Christ the
servant-Lord sustain us all, refresh us and renew us in his love.
Yours in Christ,
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[Please Note: A4 posters may be downloaded from the Attachments in the accompanying letter or from the ASV website].
or you may wish to enlarge and print these fliers.

