Welcome to our "Christmas into the New Year edition of Grapevine"
"May the Joy of Christmas be Yours!"

Church of All Saints in the Vendée
“To know and to share Jesus Christ”

December 2016
CONTACTS:
Interregnum. Priest: Revd Tim Bravington (November‐ 31st December)
Vicarage: 27, rue de Malvoisine, 85110 St Vincent Sterlanges:
Phone no: 02 51 46 39 51 email: timbrav@gmail.com
e‐mail addresses: allsaintsvendee2@gmail.com.
During the Interregnum and/or in case of emergency, please contact any of the following:
Church Wardens: Barbara Kenyon (President)
Phone no: 02 51 40 51 59, email: bandrkenyon@orange.fr
Polly Ward: Phone no: 02 28 13 01 93, email: wardpolly@outlook.com
Assistant Church Wardens: Margaret Kent (PdS) 05 49 72 27 72, email: maguyjelley@gmail.com
Keith Fowler (LCA) 02 51 49 83 25, email: antheakeithfow@aol.com
Jo Collinson (LCP) 02 51 55 84 56, email: collinson5@orange.fr
Reader: John Matthews: Phone no: 05 49 75 29 71, e‐mail: matthewsj@wanadoo.fr
Website: www.allsaintsvendee.fr


Hoorah! Our new Locum Priest has arrived!
Welcome, Tim!
May your time with us be happy and fulfilling!


Preface
Every locum is for us an adventure. Thank you for having
us, for your generous welcomes, for the use of the
‘vicarage’ and the luxury of two bathrooms and three loos – we live in a one bedroom,
one bathroom and loo, flat on the northern edge of Oxford! We have never been in this
part of France before and are enjoying the rolling countryside and interesting places in
the area. We look forward to exploring more.
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As we move in to the season of Advent we continue the adventure of life as Christians.
On a walk the other day we met two pilgrims on their way to Santiago de Compostella.
They knew where they were going to but had no idea they would meet an Anglican
priest on a small country lane in the Vendée. We know where we are going. We don’t
know what will happen on the way but we do know that we are travelling with Jesus
Christ because He is The Way. We are on The Way every day.
One of the next stops will be Christmas. Some will be going away to be with friends and
family. Some of us will still be here, I hope, to sing carols together and celebrate
Christmas around the Lord’s Table and the Crib of Jesus. He was born in Bethlehem, its
name meaning House of Bread. Some of us might like the idea of our outstretched
empty hands becoming mini Bethlehems when we receive the consecrated bread in
Holy Communion which is for us the Body of Christ.
The Diocese of Gibraltar in Europe, to give it its full name, means much to me. When we
were students travelling on the Union Castle mail ships between Cape Town and
Southampton, calling at either Las Palmas or Madeira, some of us would go to visit the
chaplains there. My parents lived in Funchal from 1961 to 1971 and my father was
buried there before my mother returned to the Cape. As a naval officer my father was
stationed in Malta for some time.
I am a Friend of the Diocese in Europe and like to go to the annual Friends’ Service at St
Matthew’s, Westminster, every year in October. Through the Diocesan Office in Tufton
Street we heard that there was a vacancy for a locum here. Other locums we have done
are in Taormina, Cadenabbia Lake Como twice, Genoa, Andorra twice, Neuchatel,
Balestrand, Fontainebleau and now The Vendée. We enjoy being able to contribute to
the life of the church, visiting new places. As a locum, The Grapevine is absolutely
correct in saying, ‘During the interregnum and/or in case of emergencies, please contact
any one of the following’ – being the local leaders.
I also enjoy reading Bishop David Hamid’s blog. In his latest posting he explains our
relations ship with Italian speaking congregations of the Old Catholic Church now
coming under the umbrella of the Anglican Church. Perhaps it is worth reminding
ourselves that the clergy of the Diocese in Europe are Chaplains, and it is ‘the
ecumenical policy of the Church of England and our firm commitment to ecumenical
relations with the Roman Catholic Church in Italy (and in France) and therefore our
agreement not to proselytise among Roman Catholics’. What is also true is that we
welcome to receive Holy Communion all those who would receive communion in their
own churches as we offer the services of our chaplains to all, especially English speaking
people, throughout the Diocese in Europe.
Thank you for having us. Happy Christmas wherever you may be. Joyeux Noël.

Tim.
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DECEMBER into JANUARY 2017
CHURCH SERVICES
with
LECTIONARY READINGS
**********************************
HC = Holy Communion
LCA = La Chapelle Achard LCP = La Chapelle Palluau PdS = Puy de Serre
(The Psalm for each week is included to guide your reading at home)

4th December 2nd Sunday of Advent HC 11.00 LCP
Christingle 16.00 PdS
Isa.11. 1‐10
Rom.15.4‐13
Matt.3 1‐12
Psalm 72. 1‐7, 18‐19 (or 72. 1‐7)

11th December 3rd Sunday of Advent Lessons & Carols 11.00 PdS
Isa.35. 1‐10
James5. 7‐10
Matt.17. 10‐13
Psalm 146. 4‐10

18th December 4th Sunday of Advent Lessons & Carols 11.00 LCA
Isa.7. 10‐16
Rom.1 1‐7
Matt.1 18‐end
Psalm 80. 1‐8, 18‐20 (or 80. 1‐8)

24th December Saturday Christmas Eve HC 11.00 LCP
HC 16.00 PdS
Isa.52. 7‐10
Heb.1. 1‐4
John 1. 1‐14
Psalm 98

1st January 2nd Sunday of Christmas No service
Isa.63 7‐9
Hebrews 2. 10‐end
Matthew 2.13‐end
Psalm 148 (or 148. 7‐end).

(If you are a Reader, please check with the Worship Leader for any last minute changes)

Please join us for Refreshments
after these services
‐ tea, coffee and Bring & Share Lunch.
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DECEMBER FORWARD PLANNING
This Forward Planning Rota displays those essential responsibilities
which make our Services and Refreshments afterwards possible.
If you feel able to “fill in the blanks”, please contact the Organiser concerned.
Responsibility
(Organiser)

4 th
December

LCP
11.00

11th
December
PdS

18th
December
LCA

Saturday
24th
December
Christmas Eve
LCP
11.00

PdS
16.00

PDS
16.00

1st
January
LCP
No
Service

Welcomers
(Polly Ward)

Salle Setup/
Clearing away
(Chris Green at PdS)

Refreshments
after the service
(Jenny Wilkinson at PdS)

Musicians +/-Organist
(Polly Ward)

Ward,
Calton,
Martins
Jenny W
Stuart

Readers

(Polly Ward)

Sunday Club
Sunday Club takes place at Puy de Serre.
If you know of any children who would like to join our Sunday Club
please bring them along at 11a.m.
They will be most welcome.

Barbara

[Please contact Barbara if you require more information:
Phone 02 51 40 51 59, email: bandrkenyon@orange.fr]

Deux-Sèvres BIBLE STUDY GROUP
We are now studying ST LUKE’S GOSPEL
We meet each Monday afternoon at 3.00pm at our house
at La Barangerie, La Chapelle Thireuil (79).
Our phone number is 05 49 06 05 85.
EVERYONE IS WELCOME
Please give us a ring if you would like to join us and we will give you directions to the house if you don't already know
where we are.
Carole and Bill Stocking.
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December 2016
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th
7th
8th
9th
10th
11th
12th
13th
14th
15th
16th
17th
18th

Sunday 11.00 LCP HC,
16.00 PdS Christingle
Monday -3pm Deux-Sèvres Bible Study Group at the home of Bill and Carole
Stocking (Please phone: 05 49 06 05 85)
Wednesday 7 for 7.30pm Faites le Pleine (Contact Liz Jond)
Thursday, 2.30pm Sewing Circle (Contact Joan Stewart)
Sunday, 11.00 PdS Lessons & Carols
Monday -3pm Deux-Sèvres Bible Study Group at the home of Bill and Carole
Stocking (Please phone: 05 49 06 05 85)
Tuesday - The Evening of Carols has been cancelled
Wednesday - Christmas Lunch at Bazoges en Pareds. (Organiser: Mike Mylod)
Thursday, 11am Ladies Circle Get ready for Christmas! – crackers, table
centres, wreaths, etc. Bring and share Christmas lunch (Contact Joan Stewart)
Sunday - 11.00 LCA Lessons & Carols

19th
20th
21st
22nd
23rd
24th
25th

Saturday - Christmas Eve - 11.00 LCP HC
- 16.00 PdS HC
No service

26th
27th
28th
29th
30th
31st

5

January 2017
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th
7th
8th
9th
10th
11th
12th
13th
14th
15th
16th
17th
18th
19th
20th
21st
22nd
23rd
24th
25th
26th
27th
28th
29th
30th

No service

Sunday - 11.00 PdS
Monday -3pm Deux-Sèvres Bible Study Group at the home of Bill and Carole
Stocking (Please phone: 05 49 06 05 85)
Thursday Church Council Meeting at Thiré contact for Richard Rackham if you
have Items for the Agenda.

Sunday - 11.00 LCA
Monday - 3pm Deux-Sèvres Bible Study Group at the home of Bill and Carole
Stocking (Please phone: 05 49 06 05 85)
Tuesday 10,00 Ministry Team Meeting at St Vincent Sterlanges
Wednesday - 23rd Week of Christian Unity

Sunday 11.00 Bilingual Service for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity at
Puy de Serre
Monday 3pm- Deux-Sèvres Bible Study Group at the home of Bill and Carole
Stocking (Please phone: 05 49 06 05 85)

No service
Monday 3pm- Deux-Sèvres Bible Study Group at the home of Bill and Carole
Stocking (Please phone: 05 49 06 05 85)

31st

...and looking ahead..
3rd March World Day of Prayer Service at home of Joan Stewart, also service at Les Essarts(?)
1st April ASV AGM
29th April Non‐annual Coffee Morning

Please view the website Calendar and Stop Press for Updates
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Christingle
On December 4th we will be holding our Christingle service at 4pm in the
afternoon at PDS. Although Christingle services have been taking place in England
for 47 years, the idea of the Christingle actually began in Marienborn, Germany in
1747. At a children’s service, Bishop Johannes de Watteville looked for a simple
way to explain the happiness that had come to people through Jesus.
He decided to give the children a symbol to do this. This was a lighted candle
wrapped in a red ribbon. At the end of the service, whilst the children held their
candles, the bishop said the prayer, ‘Lord Jesus, kindle a flame in these children's
hearts that theirs like thine become.’
In 1968, John Pensom of The Children's Society adapted Christingle and introduced it to the Church of
England. This involved children decorating an orange with a red ribbon, dried fruits, sweets and a
candle to create a new visual representation of Christ, the light of the world, celebrated by the lighting
of the Christingle candles.
This is a lovely service for children and adults alike and we hope you are able to come. A collection will
be taken for the work of the Children's Society, an amazing charity that works in collaboration with
churches and aims to give children and young people the greatest possible chance in life. There are
candle‐shaped collecting boxes available in all three churches. Please try to fill them with coins and
bring them to the service or give them to a warden to pass on to me. Many thanks.
Chris Green.

Thank you very much everyone who contributed to my presents and card
and to all the individuals who were also very generous and also offered good wishes and
prayers for our future. There were many people who contributed to my final service
which was a joyous and praise filled time, people of all denominations and nationalities
which I felt reflected my ministry, so thank you all for the parts you played which
contributed to a fantastic whole. We were also treated to a delicious feast afterwards.
Thank you all and God bless,
Caroline
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Prayer
“Prayer is not asking. Prayer is putting oneself in the hands of God,

at His disposition, and listening to His voice in the depth of our hearts.”

―Mother Teresa
I would welcome your help in developing this aspect of our ministry at All Saints Vendée.

Prayer takes many forms and many directions but as pastoral care coordinator, I'm particularly
concerned with Intercessory Prayer. I've opened with the quote by Mother Teresa, because I

know, certainly speaking for myself that it's all too easy to recite a list of names and / or

situations and feel I've 'done my bit'. In his letter to the Romans, Paul writes:

'...we do not know how to pray as we ought, but the spirit intercedes for us with sighs too deep for words.'
(Romans 8 26)

This passage has always confirmed for me that we are the receptors for prayer, which is initiated by the Holy

Spirit, not the other way round. Let me share an experience I had some time ago:

In the early hours of a winter's morning - not my most receptive time of day - I woke with a clear mental image of

someone I knew. Rather than asking God to do anything, I lay quietly in the dark and held on to the image. Looking
back, I feel certain this was an example of the 'Spirit interceding'.

Shortly afterwards, I met the same man who shared some disturbing news. Having been in remission for some

time, his cancer had now returned with a vengeance. His name was circulated for prayer and shared in church. Some time
later he died. But his wife was able to assure me that he had died peacefully, safe in the knowledge that he was
surrounded in prayer. I don't know what our prayers 'did' for him or his family but there was a real sense of 'something

understood' amongst us.

In contrast, I remember reading the story of David Watson, a much-loved vicar with a powerful ministry in York

back in the eighties. He died of cancer, but did so knowing that throughout his illness he had been surrounded by the

prayers of friends and parishioners. Such loyal followers were deeply hurt when an evangelist from outside claimed

David Watson had died because '...they had not prayed hard enough.'
What are your prayer experiences? Would you like to share them on this page?
You may be interested to know, that there is an e-mail 'prayer circular' operating. If you don't already subscribe,

why not join us? Equally, if you know of a particular need for prayer, either for yourself or someone close to you, just email me at:

davidlpearson@orange.fr

I'll make sure you and/or your prayer needs are included.

The important component is consent from or on behalf of the person/s concerned.

Prayer needs can also be passed on, through me if you like, to our team of intercessors for Sunday worship.

Again, direct or indirect consent must be given rather than assumed. Some people prefer not to have their name
mentioned publicly and equally, some intercessors prefer not to read out names.

At the moment the Ministry Team do not feel comfortable about printing names in Grapevine, simply because

it is attached to the internet and possibly too public. But this is not an absolute ruling. If you feel strongly to the
contrary, please let me know.

Thank you all,
David Pearson
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Do you pay French taxes?
If so, did you know that for every 100 euros that you give to our
Church the taxman will reduce your tax bill by 60 euros thus a 100
euro donation will only cost you 40 euros (and you will be able to
increase your donation!!!)
You simply need to make your donation in a recordable manner.
You can put your donation in numbered envelopes in the collection
box, set up a standing order (virement) or send money to the planned
giving officer (Mike Mylod) giving your name and address. At the end
of the year your contributions will be totted up and a certificate issued.
You enter this amount on your tax return (no need to send proof, just
keep your certificate in case you are asked for it) and the taxman will reduce your tax bill by a
figure equal to 60% of your donations.
Donations to the vicarage renovation can also qualify for tax relief if made through A S V.

Start Planned Giving now........
...........and let the taxman help our Church!
Contact……… Mike Mylod 02 51 51 07 36 (joseph.mylod@wanadoo.fr)
or………… Colin Grimshaw 02 51 98 67 91 (colingrimshaw@orange.fr)
………..to find out how easy it is!!!

You are warmly invited to our next "Faites le Plein" meetings
On Wednesday 7th December 2016.
From 7pm for refreshments, for a 7.30pm start.

Our guest speaker this month, Rosie,
was formerly married to a member of the Rolling Stones.
Rosie was a heroin addict until she received miraculous healing. Come along and hear her story.

This meeting is held in our usual venue at the Maison du Diocèse, 62 rue Maréchal Joffre (the
entrance to this site is opposite the Boulangerie Potier which has a red frontage, through the
large gateway, into the car park). Look out for the "Faites le Plein" signs directing you towards the restaurant
As a newcomer, you'll be made very welcome !
Liz JOND for the "Faites le Plein" team.
liz.jond@wanadoo.fr

In my travels around the internet, I came across this website which gives details of FLP/FS meetings:
http://www.thefillingstationfrance.com/next-meetings.html
Jacqui
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These are YOUR pages.....
Once again, my thanks to all the Contributors of notices and
articles for this month’s “Grapevine” so, read on, and see what you
can discover.
Your comments will be much appreciated.
You will discover:
Messages and Invitations received from friends of ASV, including:
“In touch” from Revd Gareth;
Marian & Richard, Bill & Carole, Ray & Dawn, Choraline
together with a Royal Message of Thanks, just received, on page 15.

In touch

Did you used to go to church in the days before we started to share the peace in the middle of our
service of Holy Communion ? Before I came to St Bart’s, it was not the custom here to turn round
and shake someone’s hand, smile and pass on the greeting ‘Peace be with you’. We’re English – we
don’t touch other people and we certainly don’t want to be touched !
Strangely, touch is one of the five senses that helps to connect us with the real world. On a sunny
day, it’s good to feel the heat of the sun warming our face and, getting a healthy sun‐tan, can be a
sign of a life well lived.
Touch is one of the ways we can connect with other people. In France, it is perfectly normal for
men and women to greet each other with a kiss and the further south you go, the more likely it is
to see people of the same sex greeting each other with a kiss as a sign of friendship.
Certainly, touch keeps us, helps us, to be in touch with the real world and to ignore what we can
feel through our bodies is one way of diminishing our world and our appreciation of what is going
on around us.
We have been created in the Image of God and our five senses help us to have a real sense of being
connected with Otherness. My question for you this month as we once again prepare for
Christmas and to celebrate once more the mystery of the Incarnation, of the Word becoming flesh,
what does it means to you to be in touch with God ?
By becoming flesh and blood like us in the person of Jesus, He certainly knows first hand !

Gareth Randall,
Priest‐in‐charge,
St Bartholomew’s Dinard
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The Bazaar
A huge vote of thanks is due to Marian and Richard Rackham, who led a
great team of volunteers, from all corners of our ‘Parish’, in making the
Bazaar held on Sat 12 November such a success. It was held for the first
time in the Salle at St Hilaire de Voust. There were lots of colourful stalls
and games to play and of course lovely cakes and tea and coffee as well as
lunch.
Thanks also to all those who donated goods and who came to support us. The
grand total raised was just over 2000 euro, of which, half will go towards
Médecins sans Frontières and the other half towards our
Church funds.
WELL DONE EVERYONE!!
Margaret Kent

Setting up the Bazaar taken on the Friday before the event
The Christmas hamper (centre)
1st Prize Christmas Hamper was won by The McGregors
2nd prize Christmas Crackers. Decoration and pudding was won by the The Pallot's
3rd prize Box of crackers and decoration was won by Ms Neal
Well done, 240 Euros raised

Thank you everyone
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Curtis & Dee











An Invitation to:
2 Christmas Concerts by Choraline
Seven of our regular Churchgoers sing in the
French choir ‘Choraline’,
which is based in la Châtaigneraie.
They will be holding two free concerts before Christmas.
The first will be held
in the church of St André sur Sèvre at 1500 on Sunday 27 November.
The second will be on Sunday 18 December,
this time at 1530 in the church at Breuil-Barret
where Choraline will share the bill with another local Vendéen choir.
Do come along and enjoy some Christmas music,
which will include the ‘Hallelujah’ Chorus, by Handel.

Carole and Bill Stocking
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+2!

I'm pleased to share this note from Dawn Collinson updating us on her new church activities....

We are now fairly involved with St. Kentigern, Irthington, our village Church - doing after service
refreshments each week, Ray is a PCC member and one of 4 Church Wardens and I assist with
the bi-monthly newsletter which covers 3 churches in the area.
We would welcome anyone visiting this area and have plenty of room for overnight
accommodation.
Also of interest may be the main church in our Benefice of St. Martins, Brampton (closeby) which
has very famous and beautiful windows associated with William Morris - well worth a look.
Best regards
Dawn

Dear Good Friends,
Having reserved the right to hold a Coffee Morning or not, depending on our circumstances and
health, it got nick‐named the “Non‐Annual

Coffee Morning”.

At this moment in time we feel perfectly able to hold one in the spring, traditionally the last
Saturday in April (although it was 1st May 2016) and hope to hold the event on 29.04.17 However, it
is NOT our Coffee Morning, it is everyone’s Coffee Morning, merely at our home. We cannot do it
without the help of so many good friends, either helping, or providing plants and other items. Hence
this letter.
If you have assisted in the past, and are prepared to help again, please will you let us know, and in
what capacity, help on stalls, providing seedlings etc. Cakes, tombola items etc. will be requested
nearer the time!
If this is new to you, but you would like to participate, then please let us know, and we will keep you
informed next year.
This is merely to ascertain whether we can, indeed, go ahead and plan the event, which we cannot
do without so much input and support from so many generous helpers.
God bless you all, and our best wishes,
Marian and Richard (Rackham)
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This letter from Carole & Bill Stocking:

A Thousand Gifts, a Thousand Blessings!

Don`t forget your gifts on the 2nd Sunday of each month.
Bill and Carole will collect them and pass them on to Restos du Coeur in
Coulonges-sur-l’Autize.
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...and finally, this received today from Her Majesty
in response to the Card signed by and sent from All Saints Vendée
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For more details and updates of all Church events, please visit the
ASV website:
where you can also view the Photo Gallery.
There you will discover more photos of the
Vicarage, Remembrance Day at Angles, the
Autumn Bazaar

Don’t forget, if you have missed a service and would
like to read the Sermon for the Day, then log on to
the ASV website at:
www.allsaintsvendee.fr.


I hope you have enjoyed this edition of "Grapevine".
Thank you to all the Contributors and
I look forward to hearing from you next time
so.....
please send your contributions and comments to:
Jacqui at: sjfamily66@hotmail.com
before the 15th of December, please

Following my laptop "disaster" last month, hopefully, things will be back to normal with "December
Grapevine" but I still have a problem in that my mailing list was destroyed. I have tried to rebuild it and
am hoping this edition will reach all those on the old list. There are more than 100 subscribers so I
hope I've remembered everyone!
SO....
If you have not received this edition by email, and you would like to, then please contact me and I will
place your name once again on the list!
Requests to be included on the emailing list should be addressed to:
Jacqui Stainton‐James at: sjfamily66@hotmail.com

The Minutes of the October ASV Council Meeting have now been published on the website
To view the newsletter of DIET – "Diocese in Europe Times" click here:
http://europe.anglican.org/resources/diet-newsletter
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