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Preface
Dear Friends,
One of the delights about being a Priest in France is that I don’t have to spend endless hours on church
buildings, their need for repair, their need for vast amounts of money, the arguments that this creates. The down side of this is
that there isn’t a readymade gathering place we can use, when we want, for a variety of activities. There also isn’t a focus that
strangers to the area will immediately know where to find us.
For many people the definition of church is the people that make it up, not the building. The fellowship, teaching and communal
worship is church. Paul describes the church as the body of Christ, Colossians 1:24. The early Christian church was a gathering
of people, usually meeting in someone’s home until the group got too big and then, perhaps moving into a public building or
splitting up into several homes. Reading Acts and the Letters we hear how even in those days of people who had been
alongside Christ there were divisions and problems (see 1 Corinthians 11:18 for example).
So, what about the church? Many new Christians and younger people find the established church of any denomination
irrelevant, not useful and far removed from their introduction to faith.
This can be true. Many churches are full of the elderly who have worshipped in the same way for years and don’t want to
change. And that’s just us Priests!
However we shouldn’t throw out the baby with the bath water. These people have been faithful servants of the gospel. We
ourselves will be considered old fashioned by the next generations. And our history and tradition are things that are part of a
common past and again there is good and bad about that. The seasonal changes of the liturgy, the variety of the music, can
help to keep interest and continued learning. There are beautiful traditional hymns and awful ones, and the same applies to
modern choruses!
For some people the sense of traditional worship, the familiarity, the safety will free them to find God. Other churches will offer
the adventure of Holy Spirit led worship, the freedom of expression, the joyful encounters which allow people to find God.
For me, the Church, and the God I know and love are big enough to encompass all of this and the bits in between, the quiet,
meditative services, the worship through creativity, the children and the great festivals.
The other thing that the church can help with is to encourage us to be outward looking. By this I mean charitable giving, mission
work, volunteer work. (see Matt 25:35-40)
The church, I believe, is a community, and with any communal activity, you will get out of it what you put in. If you go expecting
to be bored you will be, if you go wanting someone to do it all for you, you will be disappointed. If you go with an open mind,
waiting to see what God has in store for you, who he wants you to meet, what he wants you to learn, you never know what will
happen; give and you will receive.
January has seen us celebrate the week of Christian Unity and my installation. My prayer is that Christians can all work
together as the body of Christ, by the power of the Holy Spirit to the glory of God.
God Bless,

Caroline
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FEBRUARY into MARCH CHURCH SERVICES WITH BIBLE READINGS
All Services start at 11am except where indicated
2/2/2014
HC
1st Lesson: Malachi 3: 1-5

Presentation of Christ – Candlemas
LCP
Epistle: Hebrews 2: 14-18
Gospel: St Luke 2: 22-40

9/2/2014
HC
1st Lesson: Isaiah 58: 1-9a

Fourth Sunday before Lent
Epistle: 1 Corinthians 2: 1-12

PDS
Gospel: St Matthew 5: 13-20

16/2/2014
HC
Third Sunday before Lent
st
1 Lesson: Deuteronomy 30: 15-20 Epistle: 1 Corinthians 3:1-9

LCA
Gospel: St Matthew 5: 21-37

23/2/2014
HC
st
1 Lesson: Genesis 1:1- 2:3

Second Sunday before Lent
Epistle: Romans 8: 18-25

PDS
Gospel: St Matthew 6: 25-34

2/3/2014
HC
1st Lesson: Exodus 24:12-18

Sunday next before Lent
Epistle: 2 Peter 1: 16-21

LCP
Gospel: St Matthew 17: 1-9

LCA = La Chapelle Achard; PDS = Puy de Serre; LCP = La Chapelle Palluau,

MW=Morning Worship; HC(CW)=Holy Communion (Common Worship); BCP=Book of Common Prayer


Please join us for Tea, Coffee & Biscuits after our services,
followed by a Bring & Share Lunch
Everyone is welcome to join us - even if you have not brought anything
There is always enough to go round!

(Unfortunately, when there is a service on the fifth Sunday in the month, the hall is not available).



th

7 February, Friday, Quiz, 6pm. Get your teams organised! For more details, please contact Polly on 0251 51
64 29
th
26 February, Wednesday, 10.30am: `Digesting Scripture prayerfully' workshop at the `Espace Beauchesne`,
St.Hilaire de Voust. For more details, please contact Rev Caroline Sackley, revcarosack1@gmail.com
th
27 February, Thursday, 2.30pm: Ladies Circle at Mouilleron en Pareds. For more details, please contact Joan
Stewart on 0251 00 34
A Thousand Gifts, a Thousand Blessings!
Don`t forget your gifts on the 2nd Sunday of each month.
Bill and Carole will collect them and pass them on to Resto du Coeur in Coulonges.

And looking ahead:
th
12 April, Saturday, 2pm, AGM. Les Essarts
th
26 April, Saturday, Marian and Richard`s famous Coffee Morning, with so much more than coffee! Start
looking out those white elephants, clear out your bookshelves and plant interesting things. Nearer the time, make
a cake, perhaps?
Don’t forget that Diary Updates are available on our Website:

www.AllSaintsVendee.fr
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Names on our Prayer List……….
Through the coming days, please remember especially in your prayers:

Geoffrey Colman:
Geoffrey is very frail and in real need of prayer, as is Janet who is caring for him.

Peter Hutchinson.
Peter has been diagnosed with osteoporosis which is probably why his leg is
taking so long to heal. He is often quite confused as to where he is etc. Dreams
and reality get confused. Peter is still in l'Hôpital des Collines at La Châtaigneraie, room 137. We really
don't know how long he will have to be there.

John Matthews.
John is receiving regular chemotherapy for a lymphoma in his leg together with a small 'satellite' in his
kidney. He is understandably frustrated by not being able to be his usual active self. Please also
remember Barbara in your prayers as she supports him.

Sadly, Chris Jelley died on 31st December.
His funeral took place on 6 January.

Our Prayer Co-ordinator is David Pearson. Please let him have details of any folk you
become aware of who need our prayers.  02 51 61 05 04  david.sally@orange.fr

“Thank you all for your continuing prayers”
You may sometimes hear of members or friends of our congregations who are not
wanting to go on our Prayer List, but who are ill or in need.
In these cases, please let David Pearson, our Pastoral Organiser, know.
Tel: 02 51 61 05 04

Can you help?
We urgently need Pastoral Rep(s) for the south-east and south west corners of the parish.
Could anybody interested get in touch please? 02 51 61 05 04 or davidlpearson@orange.fr
Thank you!
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Notes from our Church Wardens
2014 - Not just a new year but a new era for All Saints Vendée! The beginning of a
time of stability with a permanent Priest-in-Charge. We are so pleased to welcome
Caroline and Bob and can now look forward to a more settled time.
The Institution Service on the 30th January makes Caroline's appointment finally
official.
Some weeks ago I heard that Mair and John Pugh had applied to be accepted by the
Church Missionary Society. After interview they were accepted and are shortly off
to Burundi for three months to continue their work there. No doubt we will be kept up to date with their
movements and wish them well in this new venture.
The list of Social Events for 2014 is now out and we begin on the 7th February with one of our popular quizzes, we
hope to see you there!
All best wishes
Barbara and Joan



ASV Electoral Roll
An Electoral Roll for ASV has to be prepared every six years. This was last done in 2013. In
between complete revisions of the Roll the Electoral Roll Officer has a duty to make
amendments, as necessary, and present the revised roll at the AGM. There is a strict timetable
for this revision. It must be completed not less than 15 days and not more than 28 days before
the AGM. Once the revision is made the Roll is "frozen" until after the AGM has taken place.
This year's AGM will take place on the 12th April so I will be revising the roll between the 15th
March and the 28th March. If anyone wishes to be added (or removed) from this Roll please
contact me as soon as possible. Application Forms for enrolment can be obtained from me or
one of the Wardens.
Chris Green, Electoral Roll Officer
(greensinfrance@yahoo.co.uk)



ASV Website News
It is now possible to view sermons and talks from those church services you may have
missed. Where possible I have published Talks and Sermons on the website at:
www.allsaintsvendee.fr, under "Notices" then scroll down to "Sermons you may have
missed".
So, if you are unwell or away from home, it's another way to keep in touch!
Jacqui Stainton-James - (website co-ordinator)
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`Digesting Scripture Prayerfully` - a workshop
Paul Vrolijk, the Chaplain of Aquitaine, will be coming to the Vendée to bring
a day of teaching / workshop and fellowship.
Everybody is invited!
The theme for the day will be
'Digesting Scripture prayerfully'.
It will help us all to read our Bibles to greater effect.
The date will be Wednesday 26th February, 10.30 am.
at the 'Espace Beauschêne', at St Hilaire de Voust.
There will be a break for Lunch, bring your own picnic; tea & coffee provided.
Come for an hour, come for two, come for the day, or just come and say 'hello'!
Further details from Chris & Julie Taylor, (0960 497850. christopher.taylor85@orange.fr) or
from Caroline Sackley. (revcarosack1@gmail.com)


Letter from The Editor
Hope Springs eternal!
As I am writing this, the rain has given way to sunshine. But haven`t we had a lot of rain? I guess we are lucky that
we are not in the UK, where some have been flooded out of their homes for a month, nonetheless the ground
here is saturated, the streams and rivers are overflowing and we need to keep our wellie boots handy!
Although there is little sign yet that Winter is ending, today`s beautiful sunshine, fluffy white clouds and blue skies
promise that Spring is not too far away. We may still need to cosy up in front of the fire, but our spirits are lifted.
Ahead of us is February – and what a month it is! We shall be eating again – pancakes on Candlemas, the 2nd, [a
French tradition] or Shrove Tuesday, the 16th of February this year, when our French neighbours will eat the little
doughnuts called tourtisseaux. We shall be celebrating love on St Valentine`s Day. We shall be welcoming Spring
as the weather gets warmer and the days start to lengthen.
For me, the most precious herald of Spring is the
snowdrop. I am already looking anxiously in the garden to
see if the little bulbs are sprouting. These tiny white
flowers are seen as a symbol of hope. A legend tells of the
time when Adam and Eve were expelled from the Garden
of Eden. Eve was beginning to despair that winter would
never end, when an angel appeared.
The angel
transformed some flakes of snow into flowers, showing
that Winter would certainly give way to Spring, and so
ending Eve`s despair and giving her hope.
I hope our gardens will soon be full of snowdrops and our hearts full of hope as the new growing season begins!
Happy February, everyone!

Joan Stewart
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Can anyone help Lynn Talbot, please?
Anna, Lynn`s daughter, wants her mum to try and help her make some of the
clothes she has been designing and to teach her how make clothes generally.
Does anyone have any remnants of material just sitting around going spare, that
perhaps they could pass on for this project please?
If you do, could you please pass them on to Joan Stewart.
Thank you!



Jonathan Lloyd is the Mission & Public Affairs chair, Diocese in Europe.
He has sent this letter:
As we enter 2014, we approach the Centenary of WW1 1914-1918. Serving as Christians in Continental Europe
gives us a special opportunity and indeed, a deep responsibility, to engage as a Diocese (and especially locally and
ecumenically) in marking this important centenary. Prayerfully, thoughtfully, and with a clear focus on
reconciliation and peace building.
At our Diocesan Synod in June at Cologne, I presented a series of questions to fellow Synod members which led in
to lively group discussions:
A hundred years on, what does the First World War mean for:
- humanity’s self-understanding?
- Europe and its place in the world?
- our understanding of God?
I enclose a new leaflet from the Church of England with some useful web resources, and which encourages a
prayer focus on the 100th anniversary of the start of WW1, Monday 4 August 2014. On this day there will be a
special service at Glasgow Cathedral with Commonwealth Leaders(1000-1200 UK time) and a ‘Memorial Event’ at
St Symphorien Mons Cemetery (1930 UK time), both with global TV coverage. I have also recently been to a
meeting of the Liturgical Commission of the Church of England that is planning special liturgies for the Centenary.
However, all the Church of England material (including this leaflet) so far produced, is very UK-centric, in my view.
Please can you help me by sending in your ideas, visions and thoughts for this Centenary, and any local plans or
special prayers and liturgies you may be developing. I will then put these together for an update in The European
Anglican and Diocesan website. I will also feed this information into the mainland Church of England planning
group, so that their material can have more of a European perspective and to encourage networking and
publicity.
Please can you send me this by email by the end of January.
Many thanks,
Jonathan LLoyd
adjonathan@live.com


Thanks to Trudy for this "Holy Humour":
A father was approached by his small son who told him proudly, "I know what the Bible means!"
His father smiled and replied, "What do you mean, you 'know' what the Bible means?
The son replied, "I do know!"
"Okay," said his father. "What does the Bible mean?"
"That's easy, Daddy..." the young boy replied excitedly, "It stands for 'Basic Information Before Leaving Earth.'
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Our Diocesan Environmental Officer, Madeleine Holmes, has just circulated this
message to the people of the Diocese. It can also be found on the diocesan website:
http://europe.anglican.org/environment/environment

Environment Newsletter for January
Posted: 05 Jan 2014 01:14 AM PST
My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ
I pray you had a Christmas Celebration of joy and hope and now wish you
every blessing for 2014.
We have many challenges to face both in our church life, our personal lives
and in the security and caring of our Wonderful World, for which we give
thanks to God .
The first challenge will be the debate at General Synod in February on the
Environment and the Environment team are working hard to make sure this is a good and encouraging debate.
Please pray for this.
Our second challenge is to have taken account of the Report which we had on website last year telling us how the
scientists view our progress with caring for our world and to act.
Our next challenge is to continue the progress but press on towards our goal of saving the planet and actually
achieving change before the next Summit in Paris in 2015.
We have 24 months until the Paris Summit, the meeting that world leaders have decided will determine the fate
of our efforts to fight climate change. It might seem like a long time - it's not.
This is what the experts warned us about. As the earth warms, it creates many "tipping points" that accelerate the
warming out of control. Warming thaws the Arctic sea ice, destroying the giant white 'mirror' that reflects heat
back into space, which massively heats up the ocean, and melts more ice, and so on. We spin out of control. In
2013 everything -- storms, temperatures -- was off the charts.
I am asking, suggesting, that the Environment features strongly on your Prayer Chains in your churches this year.
Secondly, that you look at the ‘wheel’ below, which was introduced at the Diocesan Environmental Officers'
Conference in September by Elizabeth Gentil of Chester Diocese.
Elizabeth suggests you
make one of these wheels
and display it in your
church. Looking at each
section the congregation
can monitor what they are
doing as a church and
perhaps what more they
can do. You could perhaps
get the Sunday School children to help make the wheel. You may
well find that you are doing more than you thought, which will
encourage you to perhaps stretch and do a little more!
Please let me know how this works for you and send me a report
and a picture that we can display as part of a collage on our
website. I really care about our planet and I know you do too, so
let’s getting cracking!!!!
With love and blessings,
Madeleine
madeleine@peladis.plus.com
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Carole and Bill have translated these letters received from M Pierre GRIT,
Resto du Coeur at Coulonges-sur-L'Autize following the efforts made by ASV
to this Charity over the Christmas season.


Please send your contributions and letters for the March issue to:
th
“The Grapevine” Editor at: jpsmorandiere@free.fr before 15 February.
Requests to be included on the emailing list should be addressed to Jacqui Stainton-James at:
sjfamily66@hotmail.com
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