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Preface
Hello everyone,
I am sitting writing this in the garden of our third home since the 1st of December, but at least we will be close to the new Vicarage
so that Bob can get some of the work done before we move in. We hope to sign and make the final payment any day now.
Watch this space for the ways in which you could help and when! But we are very excited that it is now so nearly ours. Our first
formal meeting in the house, for the Church Council, is booked for the beginning of September, so hopefully we will have one
usable room.
June has disappeared in a flash, but Beccy and I had a wonderful, if exhausting, holiday. She loved joining in the Prospects Club
in the mornings, where they worshipped, played games, listened to stories from the Bible and worked on pictures/ activities
connected with that story; whilst I had a time for a Bible Study group, we studied Philippians, which I hadn’t done in a led group
before so it was very satisfying. I also enjoyed having worship that I wasn’t leading, and which was modern and much freer than
the traditional styles that we know and love for Sundays. As some of you will know Beccy loves dancing to music in church and
there she had the space, freedom and acceptance to do it, partly because others were too. She also learnt and enjoyed flag
waving, so what with swimming every day, lots of worship and all the other activities we were refreshed in so many ways, and of
course there was complete acceptance because we all shared a way of life that involved care for the vulnerable. But they had so
much to teach us as well, their faith and their love for God was humbling. They talked openly about God and how much he meant
to them whether by words or signs and to watch them worship was something we could all learn from. They didn’t talk when it
wasn’t appropriate, they listened, they enjoyed and loved praising God in whatever way their disability allowed, and we were all
blessed by being with them.
In July there is a lot to look forward to, details of which appear elsewhere in the magazine, but it would be good to have your
support wherever possible. The area we cover is huge so travelling will always be an issue, but we are trying to work with this. For
instance the Young Continentals` concerts are being held near the coast at Le Pas Opton one evening and in Mouilleron en Pareds
the next. The Filling Station is in La Roche sur Yon on a Tuesday and hosted by ‘Rendezvous’ in Sigournais on a Wednesday.
Unusually for the Church of England these are not fund raising events! We do have an afternoon tea coming up for those of you
who don’t like going out in the evenings.
We are busy doing things, but we must also remember to both pray and read our Bibles regularly, so that we combine both the
Martha and Mary parts of our nature, although some people naturally are inclined to be more of one than another, both are
essential for our spiritual life. We also need to remember others, to pray for those in hardship or suffering in any way, and to do
practical things. As it is written in Matthew 25:31 onwards, “ For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me
drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and
you came to me.”
May God Bless you all, and I pray that you and all your visitors will enjoy the many blessings of summer.

Caroline
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JULY into AUGUST CHURCH SERVICES WITH BIBLE READINGS
All Services start at 11am except where indicated
[We have also included the Psalms for each week, as they may inform your own reading at home]
6/7/2014

HC

1st Lesson: Genesis 24: 34-38, 42-49+58-67

LCP
Epistle: Romans7: 15-25a

Trinity 3
Gospel: St Matthew 11: 16-19, 25-30

[Psalm 45: 10-17]
13/7/2014
HC
1st Lesson: Genesis 25: 19-34

PDS
Epistle: Romans 8: 12-25
[Psalm 119: 105-112]

20/7/2014
HC
1st lesson: Genesis 28: 10-19a

LCA
Epistle: Romans 8: 12-25
[Psalm 139: 1-11,23,24]

27/7/2014
HC
Readings to be confirmed
3/8/2014
HC
st
1 Lesson: Genesis 32: 22-31

PDS
LCP
Epistle: Romans 9: 1-5
[Psalm 17: 1-7, 16]

Trinity 4
Gospel: St Matthew 13: 1-9,18-23
Trinity 5
Gospel: St Matthew 13: 24-30,36-43

Trinity 6
Trinity 7
Gospel: St Matthew14: 13-21

LCA = La Chapelle Achard; PDS = Puy de Serre; LCP = La Chapelle Palluau,

MW=Morning Worship; HC(CW)=Holy Communion (Common Worship); BCP=Book of Common Prayer


Please join us for Tea, Coffee & Biscuits after our services,
followed by a Bring & Share Lunch
Everyone is welcome to join us - even if you have not brought anything
There is always enough to go round!

(Unfortunately, when there is a service on the fifth Sunday in the month, the hall is not always available).



th

9 July, Wednesday, 3pm: Afternoon Cream Tea at Maureen`s in Mareuil-sur-Lay
th
13 July, Sunday, 11am: Restos du Coeur collection at Puy de Serre
rd
23 July. Wednesday, 7pm: The Young Continentals show at Spring Harvest
th
24 July, Thursday, 7pm: The Young Continentals show at Mouilleron-en-Pareds church
th
24 July, Thursday, 2.30pm: Ladies Circle at Mouilleron en Pareds. For more details, please contact Joan Stewart
on 02 51 00 34 70
A Thousand Gifts, a Thousand Blessings!
Don`t forget your gifts on the 2nd Sunday of each month.
Bill and Carole will collect them and pass them on to Resto du Coeur in Coulonges.

And looking ahead:
Please see Polly`s letter about Summer Events which will be sent out with this edition of Grapevine.

Don’t forget that Diary Updates are available on our Website: www.AllSaintsVendee.fr
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Evensong
There is a possibility of us having an evensong service at Puy de Serre this summer. If this is
something that you would be interested in attending, please would you e-mail Caroline asap.


Names on our Prayer List……….
Through the coming days, please give thanks for healing:
Geoffrey Colman, John Matthews and Celia Houghton
Please continue to pray for Peter Hutchinson who is now very frail,
following yet another fall.
Our Prayer Co-ordinator is David Pearson.
Please let him have details of any folk you become aware of who need our prayers.
 02 51 61 05 04  david.sally@orange.fr

“Thank you all for your continuing prayers”
You may sometimes hear of members or friends of our congregations who are not wanting
to go on our Prayer List, but who are ill or in need.
In these cases, please let David Pearson, our Pastoral Organiser, know.
Tel: 02 51 61 05 04


Don`t forget
Maureen`s Cream Tea
in
Mareuil-sur-Lay
Wednesday, 9th July 2014
3pm
Mmmmm….. scones, jam, clotted cream, cakes and sandwiches – all to be enjoyed with a delicious cup of tea!
Make sure you put the date in your diary!
[If you are able to help or need directions, please phone either Polly on 02 51 51 64 29 or Maureen on 02 51 28 29 76]
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Notes from our Church Wardens
Not long now! We are hoping that the `acte de vente` will be signed
very shortly and then ASV will have its own official address and its
own `vicarage`in St Vincent Sterlanges. We know that Caroline and
Bob can`t wait to get started, so look out for ways in which you could
help. They will certainly be asking for gardeners, painters and people
with trailers to help shift the rubbish. The first formal meeting in
the house, for the Church Council, is booked for the beginning of September, so hopefully at
least one room [plus facilities!] will be ready.
Remember, though, that while we can afford to buy the house, it will stretch us. We do need
to keep some money in the accounts to pay for the costs of refurbishment of the house
[currently estimated in the region of 10,000 euros], as well as the everyday expenses of
running our Church.
We shall shortly be writing to members to ask if they are able to help out in the form of a
donation or an interest free loan.
I hope you will feel as excited as we do to have our own central base and to know that we
shall no longer have to pay rent…
Have a great Summer! Enjoy your visitors!

Barbara and Joan


ASV Website News
Remember, it is now possible to view sermons and talks from those
church services you may have missed and to keep up-to-date with any
STOP PRESS messages.
So, if you are unwell or away from home, it's one more way to keep in
touch!
Jacqui Stainton-James - (Website Co-ordinator)
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Yes, there is going to be a
Fair/Fete/Bazaar!
The date is fixed: 15th November,
2014
Please watch this space!
If you are making jams, jellies or
chutneys this summer, then please
make one or two extra…
There will be a jewellery stall, so it's time to clear out all your unwanted
baubles and trinkets – and give them to Maggie Carlton.
You will need to clear some space before you buy more at the Bazaar!
[If you have items for the bazaar or are able to help or support in any way, then
please contact Maggie on 02 51 29 00 75]
There follows a message from the Bazaar Committee:
Autumn Bazaar 15th November 2014
A little advance notice - Don’t say you haven’t been warned!
There are plans to hold a pre-Christmas event in place of the cancelled Summer Fair.
It will be on a smaller scale, but hopefully just as enjoyable, with goods of a “high quality”.
There will be craft stalls and the opportunity to purchase handmade greetings cards under the auspices of Jenny
Wilkinson, ably supported by the Ladies’ Group. .
The vide grenier will be replaced by unwanted but new gifts (you must have a few of these) which people may wish
to purchase for bargain Christmas presents. This will be supervised by Val and Jack Goadby.
There will be a jewellery stall so please save your no longer wanted costume jewellery, and of course your best
diamonds will be welcome, for Maggie Carlton.
The tombola will be a bottle only affair, but can be any bottle from tomato ketchup to whisky (or whiskey), perfume
to wine! Marian Rackham will be looking for contributions.
Peter Somerville is devising some enjoyable competitions.
There will be a few side-shows, well done Richard Rackham.
Dee Curtis will welcome contributions for a Christmas Hamper raffle.
Maureen Willis’ cake is yours, if you can guess its weight.,
And in case you aren’t successful, you can purchase one from Jo Collinson’s stall, provided kind people donate to that
of course.
You can even have your cake and eat it there, with a refreshing drink for the stall.
All this and more ………….. . . . . . . . .
Please put this date in your diary, and we will give you further information nearer the time. Meanwhile, please think
of what you can contribute to make this a successful occasion.
Bazaar committee:- Jenny Wilkinson, Maggie Carlton, Peter Somerville and Marian Rackham.
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Letter from The Editor
What is it about cherries?
For many of us, it is a good year for cherries. Bumper crops of these
sweet, delicious, little red bombs. `…and you know they`re really good
for you`, I keep telling my friends and anyone that will listen…
So when it was time to write my monthly piece for Grapevine, the only
thing on my mind is cherries! We grew up knowing:
`Cherry ripe, cherry ripe,
Ripe I cry,
Full and fair ones
Come and buy…`
We may not have known that it was based on a poem written by Robert Herrick in the 17 th century or put to
music some hundred years later, but we recognised it as a street cry, the musical phrases of street sellers perhaps now best remembered from `My Fair Lady` and the odd historic Dickensian remake! I can
remember the song being warbled by a mezzo soprano on good old `steam radio`, but whether it was on `2
way Family Favourites` or not, I can`t remember!
Later, I came to love `The Cherry Tree Carol`. I remember being transported by it, the first time I heard it
sung by the choir from Kings College, one Christmas. It tells a very strange apocryphal story of the Virgin
Mary, presumably while travelling to Bethlehem with Joseph. The two stop in a cherry orchard and Mary
asks her husband to pick cherries for her as she is pregnant. Joseph tells Mary to ask the child's father pick
her cherries. The infant Jesus, from the womb, speaks to the cherry tree and commands it to lower its
branches down to Mary, which it does. The final verse of this version is truly symbolic:
Then Mary plucked a cherry,
As red as the blood,
Then Mary went onward
With her heavy load…
I seem to have wandered away from my original thoughts which were to explore why cherries are good for
you! From my research, they seem to be almost magical! Apparently, cherries help ease arthritis pain
by reducing the associated inflammation. They may help fight cancer as the deep red colour is a powerful
antioxidant that helps fight free radicals in the body. Cherries may also help you sleep. Tart cherries
contain melatonin, a hormone that helps make you feel sleepy. Cherries are, too, an excellent source of
potassium, which helps to lower blood pressure by getting rid of the excess sodium in our body. Eating
cherries can also help you lose weight and stay slim. They contain B-vitamins such as thiamin, riboflavin
and vitamin B6 which are crucial for metabolism and converting nutrients into energy.
So keep enjoying your cherries, the wonder fruit! And remember:
Life is just a bowl of cherries.
So live and laugh at it all!

Joan Stewart
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A Thousand Gifts, a Thousand Blessings!

Don`t forget your gifts on the 2nd Sunday of each month.
Bill and Carole will collect them and pass them on to Resto du Coeur in Coulonges.
This is a heartfelt prayer from Bill, coming out of daily meditations and Bible study:
The mustard seed…
The leaven in the bread…
The Bible, and prayer, meaning more and more as time goes by…
The hunger for God, growing not diminishing…
May we all live and breathe for Your glory.
Help us, Father, to use spiritual eyes to see and feel You and us at work
In Your name…
Our ways are often not Your ways.
Help us to be patient but To trust You completely…
Because of what we are, Father, may the Gospel be caught and spread by the way we live…
Pray for our leaders. Please, Father, inspire them…
Help us all to know that, although we are small in number,
You are, and always will be, there.
Help us to realise that we make our own stand for the Kingdom here on Earth,
That with You we stand shoulder to shoulder.
Glory be to You, Father…
When faced with trials and opposition, we know the outcome is secure
And in Heaven we will share the prize for which Your Son died…
Father, help us to hear the prayers of Archbishop Welby and the Archbishop of Westminster
and the growing number of churches that now run their own food banks.
They have very positive observations on how the poor are treated or not treated.
Although we are small in number, help us to infect the world around us with your love….
We see corruption in government.
Many of our leaders, bankers, industrialists, milking their company assets by paying
millions of pounds in bonuses to themselves while their workers face redundancy.
The evil of zero-hours contracts.
The growing numbers of the hungry poor.
The growing numbers of people having to use Pay-Day loan companies with interest charges
of over 1000% and
many Christians don`t vote, don`t pressure their MPs to do something about it.
I pray that the preaching, action and drive of the church will be directed to the poor, the
lost and the lonely as the Bible shows us so clearly where we should be focusing.
There are doors to knock on with many people behind them.
No matter their country, class or creed.
Little Malala, the young Pakistani schoolgirl shot in the head by the Taliban and only
millimetres from death says about the kidnapped Nigerian girls `All my sisters are in jail`.
She says the only way to counter evil is to speak out.
She is utterly fearless, a very strong Muslim.
My prayer is this. Make the Church fearless. Don`t let us hide behind honeyed words.
Make our church the streets, the poor in spirit, the hungry, help us to look outwards rather
than inwards.
Help me Father to understand.
It isn`t what we give to the poor but what we are left with after we have given.
Amen
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Bill Stocking

The Young Continentals

Performances on 23rd and 24th July here in the Vendée!
Organisé par l'église anglicane « All Saints Vendée » www.allsaintsvendee.fr

Chorale Gospel
composée de jeunes artistes de tous horizons

jeudi 24 juillet à 19h
Thursday 24th July at 7pm

l'église de

Mouilleron-en-Pareds
Entrée libre - Venez nombreux !
Free admission - All welcome !

CONCERT pour TOUS !
The Young Continentals are a group of young Christians from Holland, aged 13-16 years who tour
Europe each Summer with a musical show .
They are coming to the Vendée to perform at Le Pas Opton [Spring Harvest] on the 23rd July.
The following day they will perform in the church at Mouilleron-en-Pareds, the 24th July
Both performances will begin at 7pm.
This is not a fund-raising event - it is a musical and religious experience. Any collection will go
towards their expenses.
If you would like a glimpse of their style of musical celebration, you may find them on Youtube:.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eang4wWbrck
.
We shall be supporting these fellow Christians by providing an evening meal, breakfast and a
packed lunch. Although they arrive with sleeping bags and air beds, we shall also need to provide
them with a roof overnight!
If you are able to help in any way, *please let Polly or Caroline know. It`s just for the one evening
as the next day they move on – to Switzerland…

This is an event not to be missed!
*Contact Polly on 02 51 51 64 29 or Caroline on: 02 51 40 49 82, e-mail: revcarosack1@gmail.com
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Why not join us for refreshments, worship, an interesting talk and some prayer
time?
Date: Tuesday 8th July 2014
Time: 7pm
Venue: The restaurant of La Maison du Diocèse,
62 rue Maréchal Joffre
85000 La Roche/Yon.
[Car parking space is available on site.]
Our guest speaker will be Derek Chittick, speaking on :
"What God has done before, He can do again."
Derek is an Elim pastor, recently retired after ministering in Erskine, Scotland for 12 years.
He also ministered in Paisley and Stromness, Orkney,
and has been working in mission to Russia since 1995.
Derek has been married to Anne for 42 years and they have 5 children and 17 grandchildren.
For more info: liz.jond@wanadoo.fr
http://www.thefillingstationfrance.com



ARCHBISHOP JUSTIN'S VISIT TO ROME

The Director of the Anglican Centre,
Archbishop David Moxon,
writes:
Prayer, poverty and peace

notice significant difference, especially the ordination
of women to the episcopate. This is a remarkable gift
of grace.
Perhaps a gift of grace we can offer the world is the
capacity to live with a measure of difference and yet
hold each other in prayerful love, as St Paul calls for.
This is certainly what Archbishop Justin calls for in
these days, and he is met by exactly the same spirit in
Pope Francis: a good time to be walking in unity on the
Emmaus road. We haven't arrived at the place where
we can share Christ's hospitality in a eucharist as the
Emmaus pair did, but we are on that road and we are
joined by the One who will lead us there

A closer walk with the
Pope, in terms of prayer,
poverty and peace;
a closer walk in Roman
Catholic - Anglican
mission in terms of street
outreach to trafficked and
refugee communities,
a closer walk in terms of
prayer with Roman
Catholic Christians.

Our Mission

These were the themes of the Archbishop of
Canterbury's visit to Rome. He affirmed the mission of
the Global Freedom Network, the new anti slavery
faith-based coalition, as the greatest combined
initiative of the Roman Catholic and Anglican churches
since the Reformation. As The Tablet affirmed, we
seem to be drawing closer in relationship, even as we

The Anglican Centre in Rome promotes Christian
unity in a divided world.
It is a permanent Anglican Communion presence in
Rome.
Its Director is the Archbishop of Canterbury's
Representative to the Holy See.
It exercises a ministry of hospitality and prayer,
and provides educational opportunities and resources
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...and finally....
Here`s something to make you chuckle – from Carole Stocking:
A child was asked to write a book report on the entire Bible. Here is what was written: The Children's Bible in a
Nutshell.

In the beginning, which occurred near the start, there was nothing but God, darkness, and some gas. The
Bible says, 'The Lord thy God is one,' but I think He must be a lot older than that.
Anyway, God said, 'Give me a light!' and someone did. Then God made the world.
He split the Adam and made Eve. Adam and Eve were naked, but they weren't embarrassed because mirrors
hadn't been invented yet.
Adam and Eve disobeyed God by eating one bad apple, so they were driven from the Garden of Eden.....Not
sure what they were driven in though, because they didn't have cars.
Adam and Eve had a son, Cain, who hated his brother as long as he was Abel.
Pretty soon all of the early people died off, except for Methuselah, who lived to be like a million or
something.
One of the next important people was Noah, who was a good guy, but one of his kids was kind of a Ham.
Noah built a large boat and put his family and some animals on it. He asked some other people to join him,
but they said they would have to take a rain check.
After Noah came Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Jacob was more famous than his brother, Esau, because Esau
sold Jacob his birthmark in exchange for some pot roast. Jacob had a son named Joseph who wore a really
loud sports coat.
Another important Bible guy is Moses, whose real name was Charlton Heston. Moses led the Israel Lights
out of Egypt and away from the evil Pharaoh after God sent ten plagues on Pharaoh's people. These plagues
included frogs, mice, lice, bowels, and no cable.
God fed the Israel Lights every day with manicotti. Then he gave them His Top Ten Commandments. These
include: don't lie, cheat, smoke, dance, or covet your neighbor's stuff. Oh, yeah, I just thought of one more:
Humor thy father and thy mother.
One of Moses' best helpers was Joshua who was the first Bible guy to use spies. Joshua fought the battle of
Geritol and the fence fell over on the town.
After Joshua came David.. He got to be king by killing a giant with a slingshot.
He had a son named Solomon who had about 300 wives and 500 porcupines. My
teacher says he was wise, but that doesn't sound very wise to me. After Solomon there were a bunch of
major league prophets. One of these was Jonah, who was swallowed by a big whale and then barfed up on
the shore.
There were also some minor league prophets, but I guess we don't have to worry about them.
After the Old Testament came the New Testament. Jesus is the star of The New Testament.. He was born in
Bethlehem in a barn. (I wish I had been born in a barn too, because my mom is always saying to me, 'Close
the door! Were you born in a barn?' It would be nice to say, 'As a matter of fact, I was.')
During His life, Jesus had many arguments with sinners like the Pharisees and the Republicans.
Jesus also had twelve opossums. The worst one was Judas Asparagus. Judas was so evil that they named a
terrible vegetable after him.
Jesus was a great man. He healed many leopards and even preached to some Germans on the Mount.
But the Republicans and all those guys put Jesus on trial before Pontius the Pilot. Pilot didn't stick up for
Jesus. He just washed his hands instead.
Anyways, Jesus died for our sins, then came back to life again. He went up to Heaven but will be back at
the end of the Aluminum. His return is foretold in the book of Revolution.

Please send your contributions and letters for the August issue to:
th
“The Grapevine” Editor at: jpsmorandiere@free.fr before 15 July
Requests to be included on the emailing list should be addressed to Jacqui Stainton-James at:
sjfamily66@hotmail.com
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