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Thanks once again to Revd Hazel Door for contributing our Preface this month.



Preface
Dear Friends,
Spring, I can’t think of a time of year that seems to provoke
more silliness! Maybe it’s something to do with the sap rising? March hares gathered
in the fields. Not forgetting those two great commercial festivals, St Valentine’s Day
and of course, Easter, the annual delight of chocolate lovers.
Somewhere during all that, our Saviour stretched out his arms in love on the cross and
died for our sins. Almost unnoticed in the world at large? Recent surveys suggest that
almost half the population of the UK have no religion. That figure is much higher among
the under 25’s.
‐
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The commemoration of Jesus' death and resurrection seems to be lost in the annual
gorging on chocolate eggs and the feeding frenzy that accompanies a bank holiday in
these times. Almost unnoticed in the world at large? Any excuse rather than face the
momentous truth?
What is the reaction when you tell people that you go to church? Frequently people say
to me, well it’s all right for you but I’m not religious. To which my response is always,
“thank goodness, neither am I, but I have a very deep faith and belief in Jesus my
Saviour.”
Many of you will be familiar with the song Here I am to worship written by Tim Hughes
which contains the following quote: “I’ll never know how much it cost, to see my sins
upon that cross”; or these two verses from “How deep the Father’s love for us” written
by Stuart Townend
Behold the Man upon a cross,
My sin upon His shoulders
Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice call out among the scoffers
It was my sin that held Him there
Until it was accomplished
His dying breath has brought me life I know that it is finished
Take a step back and try saying that out loud, how does it make you feel?
Jesus gave Himself willingly for you and me. He suffered a horrible death for you and
me. Jesus loved us so much that He willingly died in utter shame and pain for our sins. In
fact, the Bible teaches us that He who was without sin was literally "made sin" for us.
God, in human form, allowed himself to be made sin to save us. On the cross, he bore all
the world's sin because of His love.
The only way to complete His story of love is to love Him in return. To tell His story, tell
of His resurrection and continuing love. To show by word, thought and deed, inwardly
and outwardly, that we are his disciples.
Let us make the Easter message the centre of our lives by proclaiming loud and clear
that Jesus Christ is Risen, alleluia, alleluia!!!! He is risen indeed Alleluia Alleluia!
I hope you all have a very blessed Easter.

Hazel
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HC = Holy Communion; MW- Morning Worship
LCP = La Chapelle Palluau PdS = Puy de Serre
(The Psalm for each week is included to guide your reading at home)
11sstt A
Apprriill

Holy Communion

La Chapelle Palluau

11.00

EEaasstteerr D
Daayy

Isaiah 25.6-9
Acts 10.34-43
John 20.1-18
(Psalm 118.1-2, 14-24 or 118.14-24)

88tthh A
Apprriill

Holy Communion The Salle at Puy deSerre 11.00

22nndd SSuunnddaayy ooff EEaasstteerr

[Exodus 14.10-end; 15.20-21]
Acts 4.32-35
1 John 1.19-end
(Psalm 133)

1155tthh A
Apprriill

11.00

33rrdd SSuunnddaayy ooff EEaasstteerr

2222nndd A
Apprriill Holy Communion The Salle at Puy de Serre 11.00

44tthh SSuunnddaayy ooff EEaasstteerr

Holy Communion

La Chapelle Palluau

[Zephaniah 3.14-end]
Acts 3.12-19
1 John 3.1-7
Luke 24.36b-48
(Psalm 4)
[Genesis 7.1-5, 11-18;8.6-1; 9.8-13]
Acts 4.5-12
1 John 3.16-end
John 10.11-18
(Psalm 23)

2299tthh A
Apprriill

55tthh SSuunnddaayy ooffEEaasstteerr

5th Sunday - No Service
[Baruch 3.9-15, 32-4.4 or Genesis 22.1-18]
Acts 8.26-end
John 12.20-33
1 John 4,7-end
John 15.1-8
(Psalm 22.25-end)

66tthh M
Maayyll

Holy Communion

La Chapelle Palluau

11.00

66tthh SSuunnddaayy ooffEEaasstteerr

[Isaiah 55.1-11]
Acts 10.44-end
1 John 5.1-6
John 15.9-17
(Psalm 98)

*If you are a Reader, it will be necessary to please check with the
Worship Leader or Church Warden
for any last minute changes
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Pllease no
ote thatt, as wee are no
o longer able to access the chu
urch at
Laa Chapeelle Achaard:
All ch
hurch se
ervices in the West
W
will taake placce at
La Chaapelle Paalluau
at 11am
m on the
e 1st an
nd 3rd Sundays in the m
month.

A
AND
After the Goo
od Fridaay service at
Puyy de Serrre
and during
d
th
he time
e of restoration, service
es will ttake plaace in
The Salle witth parking on th
he road
d and in the field alonggside.

S day Club
Sund
C b
Suunday Clubb continuees to take place
p
at Puy
P de Serr
rre.
If you knoow of any children who
w would
ld like to jooin our Suunday Clubb
pleease bring them alonng at 11a.m
m.
They willll be most welcome.
w
Barbbara and Jenny
J
[Pleaase contacct Barbaraa if you reqquire moree informattion:
Phoone 02 51 40 51 59, email: bandrkenyonn@orange.fr]

Suunday clu
lub: we will
w be stuudying evvents succh as Lennt and Eaaster togeether with
a few fun
f gamess and maaking andd decoratiing a pray
ayer jar.
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April 2018
1st

Easter Day 11.00 HC La Chapelle Palluau followed by Shared Lunch in
the Salle.

2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th
7th
8th Sunday 11.00 HC Puy de Serre
9th
10th
11th
12th
13th
14th
15th Sunday 11.00 HC La Chappelle Palluau. (Please Note: The church at La
Chapelle Achard is no longer available for services).
16th
17th
18th
19th
20th Quizz Night at The Salle in Puy de Serre
21st
22nd Sunday 11.00 HC Puy de Serre
23rd
24th
25th
26th
27th
28th
29th 5th Sunday No service
30th
31st
‐5‐

May 2018
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th
7th
8th
9th
10th
11th
12th
13th
14th
15th
16th
17th
18th
19th
20th
21st
22nd
23rd
24th
25th
26th
27th
28th
29th
30th
31st

Sunday 11.00 HC La Chapelle Palluau

Thursday Ascension Day

Sunday 11.00 HC The Salle at Puy de Serre

Whit Sunday/Pentecost 11.00 HC La Chapelle Palluau
Ministry Team Meeting 10.00 at the Vicarage

Saturday Non‐Annual Coffee Morning at the home of Marian & Richard in Thiré.
Trinity Sunday 11.00 HC The Salle at Puy de Serre

A Treasure Hunt is being organised in the summer ‐
watch this space for details
- 6 --
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This Forward Planning Rota displays those essential responsibilities
which make our Services and Refreshments afterwards possible.
If you feel able to “fill in the blanks”, please contact the Organiser concerned.
Easter Day

1st April
HC
1100
LCP

Responsibility
(Organiser)

8th April
HC
1100
PdS

Salle Setup/
Clearing away
(Chris Green at PdS)

Refreshments
after the service
(Jenny Wilkinson at
PdS)

Musicians +/‐
Organist

Stuart

15th April
HC
1100
LCP

22nd April
HC
1100
PdS

Kent/
Parkyn

Parkyn/
Kent

Maggie
Calton/
Christine
Weight

Jean
&
Ken Miller

Stuart

Stuart

29th April
HC
1100
LCP

6th May
HC
1100
LCP

(Polly Ward)


The Bishop's Lent Appeal ‐ See page 17
This year, the Bishop’s Lent Appeal hopes to aid the plight of
unaccompanied child migrants in the Calais area.
Two projects will benefit:
Firstly, a safe house and outreach ministry to child migrants run in Calais.
And secondly, in partnership with Canterbury Diocese and the USPG, the Diocese in
Europe is recruiting a priest to serve as Chaplain to the Pas‐de‐Calais congregations and
as a Refugee Project Officer.
These websites may also be of interest to you.....
Sometimes it feels as if we are alone in Europe but click on these websites and you will
see that we are not
https://europe.anglican.org/

http://anglicansonline.org/uk‐europe/europe.html
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Your Church Wardens write:
Spring is here, or so we are told. We have put the clocks
forward so are now ready for change, hopefully in the
weather.
We held the All Saints Vendée AGM on Saturday 24th March, where new
officers were elected. David Martin is now the Church Warden for the East,
and Tonie Chandler for the West. Tonie has been Acting Church Warden
since Keith Fowler moved back to the UK at the beginning of the year. We
thank Polly for all the work she has done as Church Warden for the past two
years and are very glad that she will continue to organise the social events in
the East. We now also have a new Treasurer, Iain McGregor.
In the west there is a combined service with the French Catholics on Good
Friday at 11am, and on Easter Sunday, the service will be combined with the
congregation from the East, with a shared lunch in the salle after the service.
We will be starting the third Sunday service at Chappelle Palluau on April
15th, when Rev Martin Crompton will take the service. The service has been
moved to La Chappelle Palluau because we are no longer able to access the
church in La Chappelle Achard. We do need to encourage everyone to attend
this service. We really do need some more people willing to do readings and
intercessions. The more people we have on the rota, the easier it is.
On Sunday 25th March, the West held their postponed World Day of Prayer
service during our Home Church. Ten people attended and found the service
very enlightening and thought provoking. This was followed by a shared
lunch.
In the East, services will move into the Salle Paroissial in April while the
church is undergoing a substantial restoration project.
David and Tonie
The end of February has seen us say a sad goodbye to Suzanne and
- 8 -

Prayer List
In our prayers this month,
we remember:
Bill
Carole
Chris and Dawn (friends of Polly)
David and Chris (friends of Richard and Marian)
Henriette
Margot Iola, daughter of Rowan and
granddaughter of Martyn and Gini
Pam and Brian
Pat
Roy
Henriette

....and for the recently bereaved and their families:
Dick
Lucia
[If you would like a name to be added to the Prayer List, please contact David]
Dear Friends,
Many of you will remember Jack and Val Goadby who were regular members of ASV
for many years. For those who don't already know, Jack and Val's daughter, Tamsin,
died last Saturday after a long battle with cancer.
Our thoughts and prayers are with all the family.
I have also to report the recent death of John Golding. John and Lucia were also
active members of ASV for many years.
Again, our thoughts and prayers are with Lucia and her family.
Tamsin and John, RiP
This month, David has contributed Part 5 of:

"Outside the Book" (See Page 21)
-9-

Treasurer's Report for February 2018

As you will know, we are no longer using La Chapelle Achard for any of our
services, but are having two services at La Palluau in the west, and, of course,
two services at Puy de Serre.
The accounts for February 2018
for the two churches that make up All Saints Vendée read as follows:
Income:
Expenditure:
Fundraising:

1,187.70€
3,306.16€
about

The present balance is just over

140€,

(of which 512€ is by planned giving).
(of which 2656 was sent to the Diocese of Europe).
the monthly quiz at Puy de Serre brought in
(when costs are taken into account)

9500€.

Thank you all for your continuing help and support, and for your
contributions, upon which we depend for our survival.

Planned Giving is a very tax efficient way of making regular contributions to
ASV, saving those contributing about 40% on the amount payable in tax in
France, and I would urge anyone who can do so to consider the option
seriously. Please contact Joan Stewart for further details of how to proceed.
Iain McGregor.
Acting Treasurer.
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Brief Summary of the AGM
on 24 March 2018 held at Les Essatrts
th

27 people attended and 17 people apologised.
There are 55 on the Electoral Roll.
Minutes of Last years AGM were read and accepted and signed as a correct record of
the meeting. There were no matters arising.
The Reports from the various responsible council members and the organisers of the
many church activities.
Due to our being in Interregnum we needed to organise the position of President,
required in French Law. Normally the Priest in Charge would be our President.
A proposal
The President of the Association Culturelle “The Congregations of All Saints, Vendée"
shall be the Priest‐in‐Charge or during an Interregnum the Vice‐chairperson of the
Church Council of the Church of England Pastoral Area "The Congregations of All Saints,
Vendée".This was carried, All in Favour.
We then elected 2 new Church Wardens, Tonie Chandler and David Martin. They read
their declaration and were accepted as our new Wardens. Revd Hazel witnessed their
signatures.
There were 4 applications for Church Council and as we have more than 4 vacancies, all
were elected. We then co‐opted our Safeguarding Officer.The Arch Deaconry Rep and
the Independent Examiner were also voted in.
There was another brief Council meeting whilst refreshments were served and our new
Vice Chairperson was voted in. David Martin accepted the post. He is now our President.
Richard Rackham accepted the position of Secretary and Iain Mcgregor accepted the
position of Treasurer.

The Council for 2018‐19.
Church Warden and Vice Chairperson of All Saints Vendée
David Martin
Church Warden
Tonie Chandler.
Arch‐Deaconry/Synod
Secretary
Richard Rackham
Treasurer
Iain McGregor
Council Members
Chris Green
Electoral Roll
Doug Green
Margaret Kent
Association Culturelle
Geoff Kent
Association Culturelle
Mike Mylod
Barbara Kenyon
Co‐opted Member
Anne Condie
Safeguarding.
Communications
Marian Rackham
Social Events
Polly Ward
‐ 11 ‐

All Saints Vendée Open Forum
Held after the AGM on 24th March 2018 at Les Essarts
The Forum began with a question from Mike Mylod. What is the Diocesan Levy of approx. €2500 used
for?
Iain, treasurer, replied that it is to keep the Diocese afloat. Richard, secretary, asked if the Europe
purse was empty?
Hazel said that the C of E funded 3 Arch Deacons and gave a grant of £160,000 but then clawed back
£60,000 for expenses, so only 1 Arch Deacon remains! Maggie Kent Do we have to maintain Buildings,
such as The Cathedral in Gibraltar? Joan Stewart asked if the Income for the diocese was controlled by
the Church Commissioners? Hazel said she was willing to do some research on the Church web site and
get back to Iain. Doug explained the difficulties we have had with our question about the rise in the
Common Fund and how the sum was arrived at. We had received a letter stating there would be a rise
from 5% of “income” to 10% in the next couple of years. The Council will look further at the problem
after Hazel has had a chance to do some research. Marian asked if we should continue to pay for the
membership of the BCC. The answer is yes, it not a great amount, €20. Thanks were given to Barbara
for her work as Church Warden. She, along with Jennifer W. were thanked for their work with the
Sunday Club. Stuart for his musical talent and Jacqui for the excellent production of the Grapevine
and the Web site.
Maggie K gave thanks to Hazel and Martyn for their continued involvement with All Saints. It was
pointed out that we can’t carry on without making continued efforts to find a Priest of our own! The
Arch Deacon had suggested that we offer a stipend, €6000 per annum. Should we do this, there would
be an automatic liability to pay into the social fund, thereby doubling the amount. We would have to
increase our giving considerably to maintain this..Meanwhile we have to actively be seeking a priest.
Fiona McGregor asked if there was a possibility of looking for shorter term applicants? Do they need a
salary? Maggie will investigate the possibilities. Maggie also needs a replacement for Keith Fowler in
the team responsible for advertising for a new Priest.
Marian asked if there was any progress with the maintenance of the Vicarage garden? We need either
a professional Gardener or a number of regular volunteers. She offered to approach 2nd home owners
and others has put another appeal in the Grapevine and if we have volunteers she will create a Rota.
This was proposed by Mike Mylod and 2nd by Richard and carried, all in favour. Mike also offered to
help in the garden.
Jacqui asked why we continued to advertise Faites le Plein?
Marian asked everybody to please print off posters and flyers for the Coffee Morning on26th May and
distribute in their areas.
Maggie announced that the Treasure Hunt would be sometime in June/July.
David gave us the up to date news on Carole and Bill Stocking. They are in the Inkermann Clinic, Niort.
The Forum Closed with our joining of hands and saying The Grace. Amen.
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These are YOUR pages.....
Once again, my thanks to all the Contributors of notices
and articles for this month’s “Grapevine”
Your comments are much appreciated.

In this edition you will discover:
Letter & poem written by Martyn, Easter Message and Lent Appeal from Bishop Robert
"Fear" from Revd Gareth,
"Outside the Book (Part 5)" from David Pearson,
"Non-Annual Coffee Morning" and Posters, Pleas and a Poem from Marian,
and Photos of Lent Lunches and Mothers' Day
Another Lent and Easter has come and gone. We have happily returned to whatever we felt
called to give up for Lent and normal living has been resumed.
For us this Lent was marked by our hopes and fears for newly born Margot, our latest
granddaughter, who spent most of it in Intensive Care after major surgery to join her
oesophagus to her stomach on the day after she was born. Thank you for your love, support and
prayers, during this difficult time and we rejoiced when on March 15th her parents Rowan and
Henry were able to take Margot to live at home with them and her older sister Esther.
All this meant that Lent largely passed by without our noticing, except that in our prayers we
continually returned to the Easter hope. But God had a surprise for me.
One day as I was driving a sudden, challenging thought came into my mind and wouldn’t go
away. Over the next few days it developed into the poem below.
God challenged me to look at my many prejudices and self‐deceptions whilst reminding me that
He still loves me. It continues to challenge me because I know that, like many pupils at school I
could (and should!) ‘do better’ when it comes to accepting, loving and working with people who
act and think differently from me. Does that ring any bells?
I am the centre of my universe – though I look with compassion
On all who cannot see,
The truth of absolutely everything ‐ as revealed exclusively to me.
I am the centre of my universe – though I make it my intention
To tell all who cannot see,
The truth of absolutely everything – as revealed exclusively to me.
It is my friendly message – because I know I’m strong,
To help everyone to see exactly where they’re wrong.
And need to know ….
The truth of absolutely everything – as revealed exclusively to me
I met the Maker of the universe – by His grace and revelation
It was not hard to see…
His love for absolutely everyone – including someone as arrogant as me.
Looking forward to seeing you all again soon,
With love and prayers,
Martyn
- 14 -

[We are invited to think about the joy of the resurrection in the context of the events
leading up to the crucifixion of our Lord.]

Bishop Robert's Easter Message 2018
“God was in Christ reconciling the world to himself” (2 Cor. 5:19)
It is of the nature of this ‘Easter Message’ that it is written, published and mostly read in
Lent, well before Easter. So I invite us to think about the joy of the resurrection in the
context of the events leading up to the crucifixion of our Lord.
In the celebration of the Church’s liturgy there is the greatest dramatic distance
between Good Friday and Easter Sunday. On Good Friday we recall the arrest of Jesus,
Peter’s betrayal, the trials before Pilate and Herod, the baying crowd demanding
crucifixion, the scourging and crucifixion. These are all events which depict the darkest
aspects of human nature and which are appropriately expressed in sombre reflection
and meditative music. Easter Sunday is a complete contrast centring on a garden tomb,
a stone rolled away and the presence of angels impelling us to declare with organ and
trumpets:
‘Thine be the glory, risen conquering Son:
endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won.’
It would, however, be very far from the case to suppose that Easter Sunday simply
cancels out holy week and Good Friday. It is not as if God somehow switches on a light
that turns night into day, so that fortunate Christians can now live in a peaceable world
where love, life and grace simply dissolve all the disfigurements of human sin and evil.
Instead, what we see in the pages of the New Testament, are the implications of Easter
Sunday being progressively and challengingly worked out in the lives of individuals and
communities. The church is born as people work out an answer to the question: ‘What
does it mean that the Jesus who was deserted and executed is alive with God and also
present with us who follow him?’
The gospel writers show in different ways how the resurrection is good news for human
beings – precisely including those who were complicit in Jesus’s death. St. Luke
especially links the resurrected Christ with the city of Jerusalem – the place where
Herod, Pilate, Jews and Gentiles joined forces to kill the messiah (Acts 4:27). In Luke’s
gospel, the ‘road to Emmaus’ turns out to be a journey back to Jerusalem (Luke 24:33),
Jesus appears to the 11 as they eat a meal together in the city, and the action finishes
with the disciples worshipping together in the Jerusalem Temple. Extraordinarily,
Peter’s sermon in Solomon’s Collonade suggests that the people of Jerusalem, including
their leaders, had acted in ignorance (Acts 3:17) and extends an offer of salvation to any
who will repent. Just where you might have expected a message that celebrated Jesus’s
victory ‘over’ the Jerusalem set, we see a remarkable attempt to ‘win over’ Jerusalem.
‐ 15 ‐

Peter himself, of course, had colluded in Jesus’s death, three times denying his Lord. It is
St. John who describes in painful detail Jesus’s reinstatement of the ‘rockman’ – probing
deeply into the extent of Peter’s love for his master, before reissuing the summons
‘follow me’. The other ‘pillar’ of the early church, Paul, had persecuted Christian
believers, to the point of death, and he too must be challenged and ‘turned around’ in
order to be saved (Acts 9:4). For Paul this involves an experience of physical blindness
and a deeply humbling re‐orientation of his core beliefs and practices.
It is with personal experience that the now ‘Saint’ Paul, tells us that ‘God was in Christ
reconciling the world to himself.’ This is seen nowhere more clearly than in a crucified
Christ who reconciles precisely those who had hurt him. The perfect victim grants
absolution to his persecutors. In the face of humanity’s misguided attempt to annihilate
the messiah, God overcomes the forces of evil and death in order to reconcile humanity
to its creator. And God puts this resurrection power to work in the lives of individuals to
bring them back to himself.
I have begun to think in recent years that the gospel does not just contain the message
of reconciliation: the gospel is the message of reconciliation. That means the gospel of
Easter Sunday is at work in the very earthly and all too human Monday to Friday
realities of life persuading us, coaxing us and sometimes dragging us to face those things
in our lives which separate us from God and from one another. And it means that all
who are involved in the messy, costly and demanding work of reconciling people to
each other and to God are doing God’s own work.
We inhabit a world that is deeply marked at the moment by sharp and polarising
divisions. The kind of passion, anger and even hatred that was manifest in Holy Week is
sadly and increasingly evident in the social media, in newspaper columns and in certain
kinds of political and even ecclesiastical discourse. The Bridge Builders conflict
resolution consultants talk about ‘level 5’ or ‘holy war’ conflicts where only the
annihilation of the other will satisfy.
As we approach Easter, I am thankful that the love of God reaches down to the point of
our deepest need. God in Christ takes upon himself the enmity, insults and blows of our
sinful humanity and responds with the gracious offer to forgive and to reconcile. On
Easter Sunday God demonstrates that he will not be defeated in his efforts to renew
and redeem his creation. Each time we overcome the sin that separates people from
their creator and from each other we prove the ongoing power of the resurrection.
‘No more we doubt thee; glorious Prince of life.
Life is naught without thee: aid us in our strife.
Make us more than conquerors through they deathless love.
Bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above.’
And finally, I give my thanks as ever to all our clergy and lay people who will be involved
in the preparation and conduct of worship for Holy Week and Easter. May God
powerfully bless the words spoken and sung in our churches.
I wish you a blessed and joyful Easter,
+Robert Gibraltar in Europe
‐ 16 ‐

The Bishop in Europe:
The Right Reverend Dr. Robert Innes 2

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

BISHOP’S LENT APPEAL 2018
Sustaining a Ministry of Hope for Refugees in the Calais area of France
I send you this appeal on the day when we remember the Presentation of Christ in the
Temple. In all the fragility of human flesh, the baby who had been born far from home
and laid in a manger is presented by his proud young parents in the Jerusalem Temple.
It is a day when we especially recall the immense dignity of human nature. God not only
makes human beings in his image, but redeems them by taking human nature upon
himself.
Sadly, in today’s world the dignity of those who are refugees is often not regarded or
respected. This year’s Lent Appeal relates to a group of refugees who are in particularly
acute need. The purpose of the Appeal is to aid the plight of unaccompanied child
migrants in the Calais area. These youngsters have been reduced to sleeping rough in
the open since the closure of the refugee camps last year. They are extremely
vulnerable.
The funds raised will be shared between two projects.
Firstly, a safe house and outreach ministry to child migrants run by an Old Catholic
monk – Br Johannes Maertens – who is a member of our congregation in Calais. The
project is called Maria Skobtsova House, named after an Orthodox Saint and Martyr
who took care of Russian refugees, migrants, the homeless and Jewish people in Paris
during the last century. Brother Johannes asks us to help in the following words:
“As you have seen on social media the situation in Calais is getting tense and goes from
worse to dramatic. It is estimated that around 600 refugees now live on the streets,
parks and grasslands of Calais. The refugees are dependent on the local associations for
a warm meal, clothes and sleeping bags. Refugees are often exposed to violence on the
streets and their sleeping bags are taken by the police. One Eritrean refugee who speaks
good French says he wants to leave France as he doesn’t feel safe anymore. ‘They treat
us almost as if we are animals. I don’t feel safe here.’”
“The average age of refugees is young to young adults, some boys are only 14 years old,
and girls 16. These are very vulnerable to being trafficked as they are often
unaccompanied minors. The police don’t seem to distinguish between the adults and
minors; they DO NOT guide the minors to the social services responsible for minors. We
need an urgent Christian response to this inhumane situation.”
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In partnership with Canterbury Diocese and the USPG, we are recruiting a priest who
will serve as Chaplain to the Pas‐de‐Calais congregations and as a refugee project officer
to give pastoral support and assistance, liaising with the various NGOs and agencies
present on the ground. So, the second purpose of the Appeal is to raise funds to help
the new priest by having financial resources to hand to support small projects.
Being able to get out of the cold for a while and talk to a friendly face, to have help to
understand the administrative system, to have help with language learning or other
practical skills, these are all small tasks that our fund could help with. Helping with these
small tasks could make a world of difference to the lives of the stranded migrants in the
Calais area.
The plight of the many migrants from the horn of Africa and the Middle East, including
many children without accompanying parents, who have ended up on the north coast of
France is repeatedly in and then out of the news. When the news cameras move on
elsewhere they do not cease to exist. If anything their plight is worse than when they
are in the spotlight of media attention. The Calais Jungle Camp which was demolished in
October 2016 may no longer be there nor the official refugee camp which caught fire in
Dunkirk, but the number of migrants subsisting in the surrounding area sleeping out
under the trees or the stars has hardly changed. Valiant volunteers from France and
Britain struggle to meet the most basic needs of these migrants (with generously
donated food, clothing & blankets). But what they and the migrants themselves are
urgently seeking is human warmth and hope.
In the middle of 2017, a survey of unaccompanied minors who had been living in the
area on average 7‐9 months was undertaken. A fifth had been there for more than a
year. More than 95% had experienced police brutality. 75% had been arrested and
detained for varying periods of time. More than half had experienced being woken up in
the middle of the night and moved on with nowhere to go. More than a third had family
in the UK but the process of getting permission for reuniting with their family was
causing long delays. Less than five percent had been given any access to information
about asylum law.
There will be updates on these projects posted regularly on the Diocesan website at
www.europe.anglican.org Do keep an eye out for these regular updates. And please do
consider how you can support my appeal.
Finally, I wish you a holy and spiritually fulfilling Lent. As usual, you can give money to
this appeal through your church treasurer, who will forward money to the diocesan
office.
With every blessing,

+Robert Gibraltar in Europe
Rue Capitaine Crespel 47 box 49, 1050 Brussels, Belgium Tel: +3222137480; E‐Mail:
bishop.europe@churchofengland.org,
Diocesan web site: www.europe.anglican.org/ Charity Commission registration number: 250186
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A Desperate Appeal.......
Some months ago Doug Green put a plea in The
Grapevine for volunteers to help with the vicarage
garden. He received only one reply!
It is a very small garden and has a gravelled entrance with two flower
borders, one each side, approximately four metres long and less than a
metre wide.
IF it is kept in order it requires only an hour or so to keep it that way,
possibly less.
IF we can have a team of perhaps 20 volunteers, and a rota of
fortnightly attention, it would mean one session for each person per annum.
(No winter work required! Not a maths error!)
Surely this is not too much to ask of anyone. Sadly, as we are an aging
congregation, many of us feel that this is not for us. But if you will please
consider just once, or twice if you are feeling generous with your time, to
assist with this, then you have no idea how grateful we will be.
Failing that, if you would like to pay the cost of a professional enterprise to
maintain it throughout the year, we will be even more delighted! It must be
a professional for legal reasons and is not cheap.
At the AGM the P.C.C. agreed to my co‐ordinating a rota for this, so all I need
are names and convenient dates!
Please hear my plea and contact me asap as attention is required already!
02 51 27 64 67 or
richard.rackham@cegetel.net
Marian G Rackham
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Fear
Holy Week, this year, came to an end at the beginning of April. Given Jesus’ arrest, trial
and execution, his disciples must have been in a state of shock, upset, fear which,
ultimately, the experience of the Jesus’ resurrection and ascension would earth with
renewed, heavenly confidence.
A sense of fear is part and parcel of what it is to be human: to be awake enough to do a
risk assessment of the potential and actual danger of a given situation and to know how
best to avoid being hurt. So my question to you today is what were you scared of when
you were little ?
Were you scared of the dark ? In your bed at night, did the odd sound make you uneasy
because you didn’t know what caused it ? Did you ever imagine that there was
someone under the bed or in the wardrobe, waiting to come out ?
Were you frightened of getting lost ? When your mum took you shopping, did you
make sure she held onto your hand or did you always make sure you kept on eye on
her, however tempting the sweet counter in Woolworth’s might be ?
Were you scared of the water ? At primary school, did you learn that it was harder to
swim than you ever imagined it could be and much easier to get a mouthful of water
simply trying to breathe ?
My best Christmas present ever was back in December 2011 when a couple of kind
parishioners bought me a month’s membership at the fitness centre of the local
Thalassa Novatel at St Enogat which includes a gym, swimming pool, Jacuzzi and Turkish
bath (well delightful). Not only that but my membership included five swimming
lessons. It took me the whole of January to buck up the courage to arrange to go for the
first time. Imagine what it felt like going down the steps of the shallow end of the
heated salt water pool that first time. Imagine trying to have the confidence to cope
with a swimming lesson in French.
That said, I persevered and since 2013, I have enjoyed an annual membership of the
pool. Fear, deeply rooted, can be exorcised through exercise.
So what frightens you and are you brave enough to share the thought with Jacqui ?

Gareth Randall,
Priest-in-charge,
St Bartholomew’s Dinard
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Outside the Book (5)
You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in
heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below…”
When I first started coming to church in France, looking around, this
commandment would often surface in my mind.
Catholics will argue that in His commandment, God forbids the worship of statues
but not the religious use of statues.
The Orthodox church seem to have tried to circumvent the problem by creating
two- dimensional (hence not graven?) images…ikons.
It’s not difficult to imagine that the use of such statuary is an inheritance from
Graeco-Roman culture. I very much doubt that the very early Christians, who
were Jews, would have initiated such ‘idolatory’.
But if we read the commandment again, it prohibits the making of idols. Chaim
Potock wrote a powerful novel, back in the seventies called ”My Name is Asher
Lev”. The story’s protagonist is a Hasidic Jewish boy in New York City. Asher’s
artistic inclinations bring him into conflict with his family and members of his
community, who insist on applying a rigid interpretation of the commandment.
If we go back far enough into history, I suspect we’ll find that, just as the Kosher
(and Halal) food laws have their roots in practical rules of hygiene developed for a
hot desert climate, so it is also the case that originally, in trying to grasp an
understanding of God, ancient philosophers realised the futility of trying to reduce
the ultimate infinite reality to something as comparatively mundane as a ‘graven
image’. Not because it was wrong, but because was misleading; it just didn’t make
sense. It’s presumably for the same reason that to this day, orthodox Jews will
write G-d, out of respect for the unnameable.
Christians, of course, would argue that Jesus was the incarnation of God. That the
unknowable was made known in human form. But, as they say, that’s another
story.
David Pearson
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COFFEE
MORNING
Samedi 26 mai 2018
10h00 - 12h30
15, rue de la Cure, THIRÉ
Café, Thé, Plantes, tous sont gratuite!
Vente de Gateaux, Livres,
“Vide Grenier”, Bijoux, Tombola etc.
Tout le monde est bienvenu,
Au profit
d’Eglise Anglicane,
La Vendée

COFFEE
MORNING
Saturday 26th May 2018
10.00h - 12.30h
15, rue de la Cure, THIRÉ
Coffee, Tea, Refreshments
Books, “Vide Grenier”, Tombola
Jewellery, Cake Stall, Plants, Raffle.
Everybody welcome.
Free entrance
Donations welcome
in aid of
All Saints Church
Vendée

Lent lunch photos at the home of Myra HolmwoodI
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