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4 thought September 2020
I was really hopeful, that by the time I would sit down to write
this, I could announce a resumption of worship. Sadly, that is not going to be in the
foreseeable future.
Each week the council and I have met via Skype, not without its own trials, given the weather
and poor signal for several of us, I lose phone and internet if it so much as threatens to
storm! Trying to comply with what the diocese in Europe has imposed, as well as the
requirements of our Catholic Church hosts, and the French state, has been a nightmare, one
which we have not yet managed to resolve, try though as we might. We are not Covid-19
free by a long way. The rising infection rate proves that. The UK has just announced the
imposition of quarantine, for those returning from France and of course France will
immediately reciprocate. We hear of other groups recommencing meetings, some with little,
if any, social distancing, not wearing masks etc. Little wonder that the RO rate is climbing
once again. The media is full of news of raves, pubs being packed, beaches overflowing, the
beach was closed at Les Sables d’Olonne at high tide; there were too many people to be able
to socially distance.
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Neither the Church Council, nor I, want to risk exposing anyone to an infection which can
kill. So, we continue to review, review, review.
Looking to the future, we may have to hold a virtual AGM, if we cannot meet, the deadline
is the 31 st October. The emergency first aid course will not now happen before next year.
Fundraising and social events have had to be put on hold, yet our expenses have not. There
are bills to be paid for the Vicarage, insurances, and contributions to other organisations. If
you are not already a member of the Planned Giving Scheme, can I urge you to consider
joining, or making a one-off contribution? (If only to preserve Iain McGregor’s tranquillity
and hair).
A week ago, I had the privilege of assisting at the funeral of Pam Davies. Because of the
Covid regulations, only 30 could attend, all socially distanced of course. We were not allowed
to sing, though many of us did when the music to the hymn “And can it be” was played.
Brian was able, with his daughter by his side, to say the final committal and commendation.
It was a very fitting au revoir to a lovely lady.
Some of you will remember the member of the congregation Paul Stock, who got up and
volunteered to play the organ during worship at the service in LCP this time last year, sadly
we have heard that his wife, Sue, died of oesophageal cancer earlier this month. Please hold
him and her family in your prayers.

Hazel
Romans 8. 35-39
Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or
famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36As it is written:

35

“For your sake we face death all day long;
we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.”
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I
am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present
nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
(New International Bible)

37



Sunday Club
will take place once again in
the Salle at Puy de Serre when our services recommence.
If you know of any children who would like to join our Sunday Club
please bring them along at 11a.m. They will be most welcome.
All children welcome from all denominations, we have lots of interest

Please contact Jenny if you require more information:
email: jennywilkinson213@gmail.com
Please see Page 12

for this month’s activity………..
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Prayer List
Please remember in your prayers:
Barbara
David and Susan
David and Chris
Dick
Isi and family

Jenny and Ray
Malcolm
Pat and David
Peter
Heidi and her parents, Joël and Jo

….and for the bereaved:
The family and friends of:
Janice Adams
Pam Davies
Ken Ferguson
Barbara
Sue Stock
Tim Johnson

Tim Bravington
Beccy Sackley
Dot (Julie Taylor’s mother)
Avril Simmons,
Johnathan Mark Sykes.

[If you would like a name to be added to the Prayer List, please contact David Pearson.
Tel: 02 51 61 05 04 or Email: davidlpearson@orange.fr]
Pam Davies 1939-2020
It was with great sadness that we received the news that Pam Davies passed away peacefully during the evening of
the 29th July. She had not been well for some time and her passing was not unexpected. Brian was able to spend
time with her at the end remembering happier times. At her funeral it was noted that she was born during one world
crisis (WW2) and she died during another (Covid-19).
I first met Pam and Brian when Peggy Pitcher organised a Morning Worship service at Scillé Church for the fledgling
"Vendée Fellowship" and Brian, then a Licensed Reader, took the service - this was in 2002. Chris and I soon became
good friends with Pam and Brian and when Brian went to Oxford for his Theological training for the priesthood, we
kept in close touch with Pam. They stayed with us over Christmas and we celebrated with oysters and champagne.
That was an excellent start to what became a very enjoyable friendship which we maintained throughout their time in
the Vendée and after they moved to the Dordogne.
Pam was always very supportive of Brian but tried to remain in the background. Nevertheless, she made a big
impression on people which was obvious by the messages that Jacqui received after she sent out the initial news of
her passing. Jacqui relayed these messages to me and I sent them to Brian. I know many people wrote directly to
Brian with their own memories of Pam but here are a few of the messages I relayed.
" Pam made us so welcome when we arrived in France and joined the church"
" it was a memorable day when Pam and Ann (Hopkins) had a conversation in their own Welsh language"
"She is now with the Lord, no longer unconscious, but full of new life and praise, with all the Saints, not just from the
Vendée "
Rest in Peace Pam. It was a privilege and a pleasure to be your friend.
Doug Green
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LECTIONARY READINGS
September into October 2020
With the closure of all our services until further notice, our Lectionary Readings are
included so you can use them for your personal devotions
If, and when, the Covid-19 Restrictions are lifted, please refer to the Church Wardens or
website for service times.
6th September 13th Sunday after Trinity
Exodus 12.1-14
Romans 13.8-end
Matthew 18.15-20
Psalm 149
13th September 14th Sunday after Trinity
Exodus 14.19-end
Romans 14.1-12
Matthew 18.21-35
Psalm 114 or Canticle:
Exodus 15.1b-11, 20-21
20th September 15th Sunday after Trinity
Exodus 16.2-15
Philippians 1.21-end
Matthew 20.1-16
Psalm 105.1-6, 37-end [or 105.37-end]

27th September 16th Sunday after Trinity
Exodus 17.1-7
Philippians 2.1-13
Matthew 21.23-32
Psalm 78.1-4, 12-16 [or 78.1-7]

4th October 17th Sunday after Trinity
Exodus 20.1-4, 7-9, 12-20
Philippians 3.4b-14
Matthew 21.33-end
Psalm 19 [or 19.7-end]



EAST & WEST VENDÉE – CHURCH SERVICE ROTA
FORWARD PLANNING ROTAS
DATE

VENUE

TIME SERVICE

PRESIDENT

PREACHER WORSHIP ORGAN- CHALICE INTER- READERS
LEADER
IST
CESSOR

WELCOMERS

NOTES

6th September

LCP

13th after Trinity

13th September

PDS

14th after Trinity

20th September
27th September

PDS

All services have been cancelled until the Restrictions are lifted
Please check with the Church Wardens or website for updates.

4th October LCP

15th after Trinity
16th after Trinity
17th after
Trinity

2020
September
Salle Setup/
Clearing away
(Chris Green at PdS)
Refreshments after
the service
(Jenny Wilkinson at PdS)

All services have been cancelled until the Restrictions are lifted
Please check with the Church Wardens or website for updates.
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Your Churchwardens write:
September 2020
Another month has gone by and the Covid-19 situation in France
has not improved; in fact, it has deteriorated. On the 15th August
there were 3310 new cases recorded and 4 new deaths. This
resulted in 101,264 active cases in France on that date. In order to see the trend, it is
necessary to look at the 7-day moving average for daily new cases - on July 15 it was 547
and on August 15 this had risen to 2224. We are sorry but the welfare of the congregations
must be paramount and so we will not be resuming services yet, but will do so just as soon
as we all feel comfortable.
For those who attend Puy de Serre you will know how helpful the local priest Pere ReneClaud has been to us. He is retiring this year and his final mass will be on August 30.
Numbers are restricted and John Matthews and ourselves will represent ASV - we are
sourcing a small leaving gift.
It was with sadness when we heard of the passing of Pam Davies, the wife of our first Priestin-Charge, Brian. She had not been well for some time and passed away peacefully in her
sleep. In her memory, Brian would like to make a donation to The Busoga Trust which is
dedicated to providing safe, clean drinking water for Children in rural Uganda. If you wish
to contribute, this can be done online via their website, www.thebusogatrust.co.uk (please
mention "in memory of Pam Davies"), or a contribution can be sent to Doug and he will
ensure the money is sent on.
Stay safe, stay in touch with each other and keep praying that a solution to the pandemic
will soon be found.

Doug and David
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September
1st Tuesday

6th Sunday

13th Sunday

20th Sunday

27th Sunday

30th Wednesday
Page 6

October
1st Thursday

4th Sunday

11th Sunday

18th Sunday

25th Sunday

31st Saturday

Please note:

The Training Day for Emergency First Aid
[Training to HSE standard, leading to a certificate valid for 3 years]
Was Tuesday April 7th 2020

Has now been postponed indefinitely.
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Grapevine Treasurer’s Report
July 2020:
Income:
622.00 €
Expenditure: 883,63 €
The balance, therefore, is negative for the month: -261.63 €
Keep healthy, keep isolated, and keep talking to each other!
Iain McGregor
(Treasurer)


through the Standing Order Scheme
ADVANTAGES
If you set up a standing order (virement) through your
French bank, online, it is cost-free. If you need help
doing this, please just ask me, or other council
members.

ASV can plan ahead much more effectively, as it knows
what contributions are coming in, rather than guessing
who is going be at church!

You stay in total control of what you give – the standing
order (virement) can be changed at any time, but only
by you!

If you would like to physically put something into the
collection plate each service, then there should be
small cards which you can collect on your way into
church, which you can put into the collection plate as it
is passed round.

Only the treasurer knows how much you give per
month.
You know what you are giving, and exactly when the
money comes out of your account, and so your
budgeting is much easier.
If you complete a French tax form, then you will get a
rebate of 66% at the end of each financial year in which
you have made a contribution. That means that a
monthly virement of 30€ per month, will only cost you
10€ after tax. A monthly virement of 60€ will only cost
you 20€ etc!
If your French tax bill is small, then you will pay no tax
at all.

DISADVANTAGES:
I can’t think of any, so why not come and join the party!

British residents:
If you do not have a French bank account, but would
like to support the work of ASV on a regular basis, then
please contact me, and I can help you. Please note,
you cannot use tax-efficient giving in both France and
the UK.
Iain McGregor
Treasurer, ASV
mcgregor@lalogette.com
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These are YOUR pages.....
My thanks to all the Contributors of notices and articles for this
month’s “Grapevine”
A Gardening Invitation from the Pughs; Restos de Coeur;
Ladies Circle Meetings update: Memories from Ken Ivin.


Mike Mylod is our link with

Restos du Coeur
He will continue to collect your gifts
of dry goods, etc. which are
particularly important now and which will be delivered to
the local depot at Coulonges-sur-L’Autize.
Please phone Mike before leaving goods with him
at Mouilleron-en-Pareds: 02 51 51 07 36

Hi
We have enjoyed settling into life in Mouilleron,
albeit rather strange not to be able to mix freely
with friends at ASV. We have kept to ourselves,
socially, but have been able to begin our task of
helping out with gardening and encouraging
some of the congregation. So far, we have been
'hands-on' in three gardens and one more to be
visited before the end of August.
There is no obligation for you to be old or feeble to avail yourselves of our help... it would be our
pleasure to be of use!! We have a very large trailer and are keen to help with autumn cutting
back...Mair’s favourite part of gardening!
Stay safe everyone, wash your hands and wear your mask!!
With love in the Lord’s name,

John and Mair Pugh.
John..07 52 67 26 44
Mair.. 07 52 67 26 58
Fixte.. 02 44 57 83 84
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Memories from Ken Ivin of his childhood in Wales
I grew up in the Rhondda Valley and Miners’ Fortnight was clearly identified and very much looked
forward to! Indeed, the Miners’ Holidays were precisely limited to the last week in July and the first week
in August and to enable maintenance in the pits. Mining communities in other parts of the UK had
differing holiday dates. One was aware when the Miners’ Fortnight occurred that the miners’ pay packet
was larger than normal and populated to a greater extent by white £5 notes. My late Mother took a
strong interest in that pay packet and distribution was limited and most certainly to the author of this work. I can still remember
the packets and the white £5 notes.
Moreover, my Uncle was an Overman in the pit and at the same time a leader in the English Baptist Chapel. With some
trepidation I once asked my Uncle to explain both ‘Overman’ and ‘why English Baptist in that we lived in Wales?’. “It was quite
simple really” he said “in that he was in charge of men and in the pit”. Then to English Baptist for with the development of the
pits came people from various parts of the UK but predominantly the West of England and they formed their own Chapels in
that they did not speak Welsh and thus could not continue their faith in Welsh Baptist Chapels.
My Uncle was a lovely man and every Sunday we would join in his home and with the family Bible in front of us. We were
appropriately dressed and walked to Bethany. The Chapel still exists today and is to be found in Ynyshir (which means long
meadow) and some family members still practise their beliefs today and with a Minister from the southern states of America.
Things have changed but not beliefs.
My late Uncle lived in a large rambling house rented from the NCB for, I believe, 7/6 a week. Here I very much looked forward
to the Miners’ Fortnight for another group then began their holidays. I am of course referring to the pit ponies who came to
the surface for their holidays and it was my job sometimes to look after them for the two weeks. I loved that period.
The pits were in private ownership until about the time that the NHS came into being in 1947 or thereabouts. Records show
that the then Labour Government paid some £38b for all the pits in the UK.
Then the Friday before the holidays a distribution of funds but none came my way, but I did end up in the Lost Children area in
Barry island! Today I still argue that was deliberate exercise by my Father but not my
Mother!
So, to Porth Railway station and I hold vivid memories of that time. Showing one’s age,
you opened the windows in the carriages with a leather type of strap. Then to the rear of
each carriage where there were sepia types of photographs outlining holiday resorts. Our
destinations were either Barry Island or Porthcawl with the latter being somewhat up
market. Ahead of leaving for the station my Mother put together several sandwiches and
we sat down on the Barry Promenade having purchased pots of tea.
Jacqui has kindly incorporated this photograph (courtesy of Wales on-line) of the ‘gathering’ of miners. At that time and after
the Second World War there was limited provision for staying overnight but later a caravan park opened in Porthcawl and
Butlins in Barry. Again, we witnessed pleasure boats crossing from Barry or Porthcawl to
Devon and Cornwall.
Many miners suffered from ‘dust’ with its medical term being pneumoconiosis and my
father was no exception. Thus, going to the seaside was helpful and at Porthcawl there
was a residential home and where throughout the year miners were able to spend some
meaningful time.
Finally, to 1957 and the Grand Pavilion at Porthcawl the Miners' Eisteddfod and one Paul
Robeson. Let me try to outline some of the background. I was born in 1944 and became
well-aware of the relationship between the Miners and Paul Robeson. He once said of the miners ‘you have shaped my life – I
have learned a lot from you.’ Paul Robeson was viewed in the US as a communist and seemingly there was a mutual agreement
between Paul Robeson and the Miners of Wales on several issues? They formed a deep relationship and my brother who is
ninety-three can well remember the Eisteddfod of 1957. At that time Paul Robeson had his passport withdrawn and was thus
unable to join the Miners. However, he was able to sing to the Eisteddfod by virtue of a line between New York and Porthcawl.
The Treorchy Male Voice choir reciprocated and the relationship between Robeson and the Welsh Miners is still with fondness
remembered to this very day.
One of Paul Robeson's famous songs was ‘Lindy Lou’ Of this Linda my wife has somewhat direct knowledge. Linda’s late Father
was a fan of Paul Robeson and particularly so ‘Lindy Lou’. So much so that he wished to use the song and for Linda to be
registered with the name of Lindy Lou. On this there was some discussion and Linda Louise came into being!! Linda’s late
Mother I am informed held rather direct views on the matter. On this point I sometimes slip into Lindy Lou (not often).
Ken Ivin
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ASV LADIES’ CIRCLE
SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS 2020
Thursday 10th September, 2.30pm
Sewing Circle

Thursday 12th November, 2.30pm
Sewing Circle

Thursday 24th September, 2.30pm
Ladies Circle
Cakes: Ann
Jane`s Day

Thursday 26th November, 2.30pm
Ladies Circle
Cakes: Julie
Pamper Day: massage, hair and nails with Jenny,
Maggie, Sandy and Barbara

Thursday 8th October, 2.30pm
Sewing Circle
Thursday 22nd October, 2.30pm
Ladies Circle
Cakes: Jean

Thursday 10th December, 2.30pm
Sewing Circle
Thursday 17th December, 11am
Ladies Circle
Get ready for Christmas!
Bring and share Christmas lunch

For more information, please contact: Joan Stewart:
jpsmorandiere@outlook.com or phone: 02 51 00 34 70



“Singing round the Piano”
In response to Marian’s “So Sad” appeal for completed
Questionnaires, I am pleased to report that we have received two
more replies making a grand total of 8 (including Stuart and me!)
Jacqui


I hope you have enjoyed this edition of "Grapevine".
My thanks to all the Contributors.
I’m ever hopeful that this will be our final “Confinement” edition.
Please consult the website for updates
Please send your items for the October edition to:
Jacqui at: sjfamily66@hotmail.com
before 15th September 2020
Requests to be included on the emailing list should be addressed to:
Jacqui Stainton-James at: sjfamily66@hotmail.com
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Sunday Club
September 2020
What is the Assumption of Mary?
The last holiday in France was Saturday the 15th August It was for the Assumption of Mary
which has been celebrated in many countries and parts of Europe, for many years dating
back to the 4th century.
The Assumption of Mary celebrates the belief that her body was not subjected to decay,
but was assumed into heaven and reunited there with her soul, and now is regarded as the
principal feast day of the virgin Mother of Jesus.
READ. Revelations 12 and Luke 1.46-55 Marys song.

PRAYER
Your angel declared to Mary that she was the Mother of our Saviour.
Help every Christian to be open to your word and obedient to your will, Lord,
Have mercy on all those who fear you.
Holy is your Name
Jesus Christ our Lord, AMEN
Jennifer Wilkinson
It’s Back to School in September, so,
Let us pray :
Thank you, God, for this new day
In my school to work and play
Please be with me all day long
In every story, game and song
May all the happy things we do
Make You, our father, happy too.
Amen
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